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ADVERTISEMENT. 


BP) 


"HE __— of the Following Em. 
was this. December 19, 1770, 
; the Paſtor called the church together t to 
conſider ſome matters of i im pripoge re- 
lative to church-diſcipline,” Among 
other things, this queſtion ves PR” 
for the church 8 conſideration, 


« Whether it be the opinion of this 
church, that the haifinay practice of 
owning or entering into coyenant 
(without coming. into full communi- - 
on) which has” of late. years: been 
adopted by -this church, - be-a. ſcriptural . 
method, or à practice warranted; by 
the word of Job, and ſo to be perfiſt- 
ed in? — . NG 
Copy per CuAnDLER Rosse. 


f 9 1 ar 


The Faſtor yas « Arenuous for the LS 
POLY. 
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engage in a religious controver 


and accordi 


PREFACE, 


JROVIDENCE- dec to ready the 

preſent publication n 
intereſt of CumsT% kingdom, my den 
reputation, and the importunity of frlende 
concurring, I could not withſtand the 
motion, although I am exceeding loth to 
in 4 M 
advanced ſtate of life. The firſtof 1thels: | 
Effays' was thrown: together in haſte wich- 
out ſtrict order or method, being [partly 
collected, and partly what occurred to my 
mind in reading the ſcriptures ; and in ſo- 
lemn reflection. The other Eſſays (eſpe- 
cially the ſceond' and the laſt) were writ- 
ten with more deliberation, and are in he 
ſame method, and are nearly in theifaifie;. : 
words as they were deliverctts The * 
piece which ſhould” have been 'more- 


perly the firſt; in order to exact ſtatin wy 
the controverſy, lays the foundation 5 15 
which'the whole is built. Bot thi veal 


of this was, that children's memberſhip was 
acknowledged in the firſt reh e, 
my arguments were fond: 
ed on chi ce elt os But in the chürch- 
meetings laſt Marche cheir 'memberthipzior: 


at leaſt the contitiuance” of it at adult age, 


94s pop, ep 3 ond * the W 


— Cr — 
. * * 


The HEL 


vrhich I had mt leiſure for; and therefore 


22 fingly may ſeam to carry the matiek 


Jo. 


os. R E F ＋ TT on 
they Kad to the Horch as Gd tolle aul 


that they were /aid under bonds to enter — 


covenant perſonally at adult age — 


to fall communion ; which at; they 
do, their relation. to be en Gd 005 


ceaſed. This ogcaſioned my laſt Eſſay. I: 
have had thoughts of — the whole 


that Lhave ſaid in the controverſy into one 
piece, which would have conſidetably ſhort»: 


e.ned the work : But this Would hae taken; 


up as much time as the firſt i eompoſue., 


the whole comes forth in the preſent form. 


Some of the ſame arguments recur in the 


following that Were brought in the firſt! 
piece, but they are ſet forth in a mannet ſo 
differing as ſerve to throty light on the ſub- 
ject. I Wall conelude this Preface with one 
caution. That whereas ſome expreſſions; 


ar in favourof anregenenates{ofpenty/uch ij 
I 4 the reader alwayg to take ſuch- paſci! 
ſages in connection with: what is aid. lie-, 
where, and then the ſeeming repugnauey 
will, wholly vaniſh. 1 leave: the Wale co: 
the Reader's ander and hopa the din 
vine blefſing; will attend at7 as ĩt Was really 
mean to. ſetve the cauſe. of CHRIST) Inti 
« point which. I apprehend naß n im- 
n Ai us Das 25801090 v1 1299 289 
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| og or Tenewing the 2 eee” } 

VF Y. | baving © baptiſa for their children, , 

aint coming Boy 20: full communion, d ware 

raniable?' | A 2. | F 
; 0746 " Argoments for the affirmative, > 14.314 1 

— . 4 
verable. iſt, The whole viſble church — the new — 


8 teſtament is to be baptized. 2d. If a man be onee * 1 
urch (whether admitted at age or in infaney 1 
» thing lefs than cenſurable evi) can put him — 1 * |; | 
the parent youu the viſible church, bis zafent infant | 
ale.“ 3 f = 'T b.av ht | ö 
- This w3s:the chief 2rgument that 3 . Wo 


Mather: It is impoſũble to get over this argument, bat U 
laying; that not coming immediately to the Lons's table 
1s a _cenſurable evil, a fin that deſerves excotmmunications = 
But did any churc hr ever hold this ? Who bas heard gr end 
of any-perſor's — Jaid under the ehurch-cenſd ra nary | 
on this account ?.1 grant, that the conrempe- oft while | 
vance deſerves excommunication,: but not the meer ub 


| 
| 
* 
ing from it for a Fhat may proceett from v0 = b 
ibemfulver/ | 
| 


— of the deb, and low thoughts if 
To cut off fuch would be @ breaking be %, M © | 
witneſs, 2 Mr, Leonard juſtiy obſerves: in the eburek re- 
cotd:. We would bear — 4 communieant ſor not mt 
ing to the Loxy's table iſche declare it ia, from ſeruples- 
of conſcience 1 Vin wor Kate, and not * 9 
de eiae Mick more ſhould we dest wan e moms * 

» 77 
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their demand js juſt when they, call for a direct ſet iptute ſor 


4 


. 


der, that never communicated. Such ſhou!d be dealt with | 


in the miniſtry of the wor and from the pulpit, and not by 


church cenſure, They ſhould not be treated as delinguert . 
members (as in the caſe of bergfy or ſeandal) but be uſed with + 


all tenderneſs, - 1 3 
II. All the arguments brought for infant baptiſm in ge · 


neral do prove that baptiſm ought to be admin ſtred in the 
latitude pleaded for. Theſe arguments all center in this, 


that if the parents be in the covenant, the children are /o like» 


bie, and /o ought to have the feal of the covenants Now it is 


granted on all hands, that the parents in queſtion are in the 


covenant, — 5 4". then children art ſo 100; why then 


ſhould they, not be baptized ) To deny the validity of this 


way of arguing is to give up the cauſe entirely to the 4 


baptifls ; and there is no way left io coafute them, and 


infant baptiſm ; as ſome demand a direct ſcriptute in this 


. Caſe, which is exactly to tread in their ſlept, In ſhorty 
there is as much proof for this point, as for infant baptiſay x 


we argue by /criptere- conſeguents both in the one caſe and 
the ſame conſequences prove both points. 


III. Cunisr fays, Luke xviii. 16. Ser little dbiltven 16 


come unte mi, and forbid them not ; for of Juch is the kingdom 
of Gop, i. e. Such are of my chutch. (This is the grour@ 


of the rebuke.) The ſame may be ſaid of the children in 


queſtion. They are the children of members, therefore 
members, And here we. may obſerve, That Cuk tir 
was never ſo angry with his gec d diſciples upon any oc» 
caſion,'as for this N the ſubjetts of his kipgdom 
being brought to him. L 


hibited no poſitive evidence of grace to their view ; acither 


does Cnniaer ſo much as intiwate that they were gracious, | 
But the ground he ſeems to ga ufon was, that as they were 


members of the church, they had a 1ight to bring their 
children 3 thereby letting us know, that it is vibe mem» 
berfrip gives the right. I yon ſay, their brioging their 


children was evidence enough of their faith in Cuarsr, the 
ſame I ſay of the perſons it; queſtion; + If you ſay "further, 


Cun1sT/ Would nc yer have commended them for bringing 
their children, if they. bad not been real diſciples. I anſwer, 


this 


us fear leſt he be av angry 
with vs, if we do the ſe me. The diſciples thought that they | 
' were not good men that brought theſe children ; they en- 


fr 3. 15 


iſe is platnly beggiog the queſtion, and it rendersCig 12's 
bn the We improper, w which ſhould have been 
{according to their notion) an expreſs declaration of the . 
rows fitneſs, aud not of the thildren's imtereft in the covengas 08 
viſible memberſhip. _ 

IV. When a m3n according to ſeriptare_ rale is be- 5 
come a member of the viſible — is d rule 
in the word to caſt him out of the church, ſacks profes hay. | 
a right to have his childre ba ptized.” | 

V. If theſe perſons. are e to the fe J or to church 
government, they are intitled to the grivilege; of CHT 
kingdom. ., We ought not to. ſepara what God has joi 


together, And we have no duſineſs to judge them that are with= - 
but, as we really do if they are entitled to no 9 | 


VI. Thoſe tha an be o Fob 12 K 5 
with any colour of reaſon rom 2 | 
if diſciples, they þ — 4 to Tos for their | 
And her Tee o, ei o ned alldg- 
Anahaptift — thei oppoven „ xxvViit, 
8. 5 ll nations, 1 e. Here inſants 
part of ations) are to be 22 and baptized. And if 4. 
tipled, all the privileges of diſciples belong to them; and 
when demapded. (after they gie grown up) 7 be 
— from _ yp mth | 
way by theit wickedneſs, + 

VII. If you exclude baptized perſons opera 
from brio 5 their children to a (of 
Pagani and Infidels; you practically ſay, t 
in the Loxv * in effect excommunicate t | 
them all out of heaven ; fer there is no — 77 
the church : You make them viſible members of 
Kingdom); for there is no median Here, a man mul de 
the one or the other. 

VIII. nierte, e lambi 3 bt hi e 
feeding them, is a thraſting them out of the fold : 
of carrying them in bur arms we em off heit — 
how dreadful is the thought! 


„S0 the word runs in the ohh ical Went. 
+ Their i lip is alſo provey from ſeveral 
by all the 2 — for infant baptiſm. 7 b be 
ta be admitted into-Cnnizt's ot and 


Ger a de uvghx when capadle, de. 


put 4 bar i 


rote 


# 
%. 


41 
I, Tcl, rigid principle mould prevail; in u few: ye 
e ag to 125 bn nine tenthsof — . 
i be in the condition of Pagan and Iafarlr; and every 
tlie name of — will b be i in danger of being loſt 
ang .this p 
But 505 al be better (I ome fay) chen „ come * 
oh fb ir mouths. L rot chey do not came: with a lie 
ig heir mouths, if they 40 confeientionuſly i ia what they do 
if they come out of g ſeuſe of the command, and if (as far 
a. they know * drm they are fncere in what 
profes, though: cannot ſay R 15 &@ gracions 
frei 77 5 %% are that Hes to Gp and per- 
jured hi Who (canſcions of his infincerity) does alb 
td be mn, ok my Tam perſuaded a5 may be eaſtby- 
| morn Bar he word of Go „that the former fort do not 
ee 65 Wemdefr b Sons Tr r * pet 
Hav 408 race, is wo 0 by whol in 
LF Br N is worſe than hs ods bt C 
85 ar ; "And the 121 may be ſaid of every duty. 
An ; makes a forthe confidering fome other 22 
It 1s 575 but theſe perfons do not come imme 


| Gh Bit ck 9 Þ's fa pper ; and therefore they ought 


from other rivileges wagh win este 
_ Finfwed,” ki then 1 ing 
E de hurch, in, all ages has Witt 
55 ptiſm,, i an "the Loss fypper.. os why primitive 
core ere three Torts. rift. Carechument or well-dif- 
Halben under inſtruction. 2d. Hnitiari or beptized 
9 e e confirmed members. They uſed to 
alt f . to fee how. perfbns behaved after they were 
i ore Key, cities them to the holy 9 


* 933 


—4 ke te mea confraadiien to obſerve 1 ſalts (ſays = 
46. Mitchell) that in the way of /arceſive baptizing the chit: 

_ - <.drew-of:alk chat had a' ftanding in the v1 church 
(though with too much laxneſt and corruption for want 


122 dijeipline} the Lon hath continued religien among 
24 Peng from 7 — to age: Whereas the like con- 


ance aud 5 benen of true religion could not 

ave been ho Larue „ Nor piobzble a the contraty 
1. BE, It was R. 40 of in the world from Mra- 
<p * han to this day (kues Gov appointed an e = 


* % 
ONE — — .: ðù2 
. ? 


* 
I 
* 
a " 1 1 N „ 2 
* 4 i. +a. 4 ht 9 2 — 
* : £4 an 5 "2. " 2 * 1 
© A. ſe — © * N 2 
$* 4 * * 


0 
a 
| 


HY GI SCUNNASSYQ 


| heretical or feandalous. The ,ceaſon:is, bc auſe they a 


1 7 


Aud] mi prone zhe point am the proiee ofa 
And] might pro would. take up 400 long a tim. aus 


2d. I would ecru 2 or p 
mous diviaes, oba weigh 

As 3ſt. Baptiſm. belong: 310 the diſciples 88 e eln gz 
ſupper 40 e,. r dilcigles, 2d. Raptiſo * 3 8 
crament.of initiation or entrance into the churc 33 A ptkge | 
of gonfirmazion or growth in 2 525 
the univerſal church gives a right 

ſhip in a particalar church to the TR — 5 | 
thai the Apoſtles baptized as it wore at Jarge 
ed tos particulgr church/beſoregliey — 5 — Lone: 
ſupper, 4th.Govenant intereſt alone giveth right to. þ 
but: abt 49 atheLogp'eſupper. It in a get e te think, 
that che parents immegiare ſineſi for the Load ' ſupper js 
the. ground of baptizing their children g, butt is The pee 
aud Jo thechildrens being ig ihe co ,” We BY: have 
caſo; 40:think, dba (ome commusicente e was far the 
Loss! ſopper 3 but ws cannot % em from hst 
ordinanes & from bn priſe for dir chillen, being. neither 


under the coycaant. The ſame may be ſeid io be tber 
caſe, Sch. That uncleanne/; woulg dear from gaming 10.the * 
pelingran hich! ui not dub tos the oder acgignere _ 
12 mei 
7 or lach e hin tobe cn by bir peeps » itogrlh then 
© from the world ;) that a peaple did continue for pay | 
„ jeogth of time to be religious, who wote eher all, or 
the greater part of hem ancircunici/ed of aphaprilag. 
4 The Toying aſi de of circumciſen am ang the Mi dn t. 
4+ (for they did by mes lay it ade, may be "I gb-- 
44 thered from £x0d, iv. 24, 86.) was quickly Ffallowgd 
5 with: the utter loſs of ali:trae reli gion am dag them nad = 
other of the poſteruyoſ A and ef I 
- know the bare havi * baptiſm: dock act ale aye. | 
2288 dn ure it 45, that- Me To 2 N 
*« qa igion ambag A peo o ay 2 
Fs 2 may be teligians well wkhout bo piiſm, N 
„ would be to reflect upan tha wiſdom of nase, in 
«* appointing ſuch an exh]2l 6 2 ieh 
«c ſurely 7was no needleſs; things: it 43 ea ton ſee 
that in the way youreif and fame others go, 2 bigger 
* half of the people in this country vill in a little tims be u 
1 baptiſed,” Lenier to Inc, Mather, p. 45+. 


(8: 3 
Fameiſon. Theſe & »ral particulars import, that we ſhould 
not be altogether ſo /ri# in admiſfii>n to baptiſm, a» to the 
Loud ſapper, eee 
4d. I anſwer,““ A mans not joĩnieg to a partieular church 
may be owing to the weakne/3 of bis tender conſcience, which 
 ferupleth his fitneſs for the Lox »'s ſupper ; and yet would 
gladly have himſelf and his conſecrated to the Lon d, yea 
and rejoice to be under the government and laws of CH 
Ja particalae church ot on ben 
44h. If the knowledge of a man's good eftate {ar th 
| Hold) is a neceflary qualification for the Lon b's ſupper, it 
3s his duty to ſtay away until he has this knowledge; and 
not neglect other duties in the meantime. 
th. If ſuch perſons are real and hearty in renewing co- 
venant they will ſoon come further 3 if they are not, they 
had better remain where they are. It will be more far the 
Honour of the church'; for how often do thoſe who are only 
under a common work-of the ſpirit; lofe their con victſone, 
and (by their apoſtacy} become a ſcandal to religion and to 
"the church that 'admits' them? Aud hence we may - ſ6e the 
'Impropriety of vehemently urging: perſons to come immè - 
diately into full communion, * they do not find a free- 
dom in themſelves to do it. 
Sch. We ought rather to encourage-perfons to come as 
Far as they ſee light in the path of duty, than to lay difcou- 
nagement and Ntumbling-blocks io their way, Thir is 


truly to carry the lambs in our arm. N 
II. It is objected, But if all baptized perſons are member: 
already, why do they own the covenant ? Is it not that, 'that 
makes them members.? I anſwer, no: A perſon dotif not 
 hecome any more a member than he was before by retiew- 
ing the covenant. - It is only a recognition or taking 'poſ- 
FNeſſion of his right in the manner the church thinks proper, 
It is like an officer's' taking an oath for the faithful * diſ- 
charge: of his office: It is not the oath ihat conſtitutes the 
officer, but the commiſiog which he had before. There it 
no impropriety in calling all baptized perſans compleat em- 
Sers, av our ancient Divines and the Synod expreffly do. 
Memberſhip is a thing that cannot be increaſed or 'diminiſh- 
end; there is no aagis or minus (more or leſs) here: A man 
34 a member or no member; there js no medium: But their 
" CAPACITIES of ACPING are not the ſame ; they may bg 


* 


KK ͤ —ͤ CO 
* 


expreſſion. 


baptiſm at adult age. 


* 


2 0 N 
- 
* 0 
* . 


widely different, An infant or = :communicant (become 
- non-compos ) cannot receive the Lox D's ſapper; yet they ane 
compleat members. And there isnoſuch a thing ds bf 
Berſbiß or half-covenanting, and it is injurives to uſe ſuch an 


what advantage is it to renew covenagt then? 
I aniwer, This is a meer prudential of the chutch, to make 
the more deep und more durable impreſſions on the peifons | 
coneerned ; to give them p ideas of the ſolemnity of 

the affair; and alſo to impreſs on others a ſolemn ſenſe of 
their covenant-engagements, by a repetitiqn of the covenant . 
in their hearing. They have the fame end ia jt; that whole 
charches have, when they renew covenatit deny arid expli- 
citly, as the churches were wont to do formerly, and this 
church more than once in my Grandfathet's'days. Bat it 
never entered into their hearts, that they made any additi- 
ox to their memberſhip by it. So it is in the preſeot caſe, 
I ain ſorry to ſee that this cuſtom of renewing covenant is 


ſo miſunderſtood'by many ; they feem to have gat a notion, 
that by renewing — 5 they ate made member. But 


this is a miſtake ; they are no more: members. than they 
were before : Aud the practice had better bo laid aſide, than 


to be thus abuſed. by ſuch groſs apprehenſions. 


III. Bet it is further obſected, it js only grace that gives 


2 right to either ſeal; and therefore a perion ought not t# 


dome until he knows bis grace. - I anſwer, 1 1 
1, This. objection doth. not reach the caſe of thale * 
were baptized in iafaney; but thoſe only that co ſor 
The former are members already, 
and therefore if we go to the church of them, or te- 
fuſe to let them renew covenant, (which. is the ſame thing) 
jet them be ever ſo blameleſs in their walk, we muſt go ſur- 


ther ſtill,” and purge the commanicants likewiſe (who re- 


new covenant every time they come to dhe ſacrament) 48d 
turn out all that we think have not grace, or that dare nat | 
Tay they are conyerted. Abd whete we muſt gop no. man 
can ſay. In ſhort, this is running ditecily into the molt Age | 
rinciples of the Separates, who are for purging the church. 
We have no more warrant to caſt baptized perſous ont of the 
church than communicants : And if we do the one we muſ 
do the other alſo, whe there is the ſame ground for it, that 
is, reaſon to fear they are graceleſs, Indecd if berc/y or H 
4al cam be proved uppn either ſort, let them be! 5alt aut 


_ Gop's name ; bat not orherwiſe. - 09 
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. Theſe Perſons in.queſtion exbibit theſe u of gra, 
which our opponents ſetup as the ex/yfandard ſor the church 
to judge by. They explode an account or veletian of expe- 
" gicaces, atleaſt think them unneceſſary s ànd make pro- 

 Feffion and practice the only eriterian of judganent. Tha 

Ar. Orten, one of the Conasdicut champions for the new 
Fcheme ; be ſays in his late tremiſe, p. 57-3 © Ia the ad- 
* miſſion of perſons, we are not to juuge from the account of 


im experiences : This is not laid down in ſetipture us 


dhe rule of publick judgment, but pr u and ptas- 
ee. To this . hopti/ar. - 
Why then will they not faffer perſons of neguiar: prafice to 
renew the covenant, when they deſue it ? 01 in ether wards, 
20 add profeſlion to their practice, which: (according to them, 
3s All that is neceſſary z and fo to have baptiſm for their 
children ? this would put an end to the controverſy. -; 
Here, by the way, I cannot help ohſerving, how r idicu · 
Jous ĩt is to iaßiſt that none but gracias purſons ought 10 p 
take of the ſoals 3 and yet at che Jame time to lay, that iti 
unneoeſſary to give. an account of the ings of grace in hits 
Nele, which is what we coll expeticaces. | This ſeems to me 
to be a direct contradiction. - Such an account is realty of- 
Jential w their ſcheme; and if ſeparated from it, it falls to 
che ground; and they really (after all thait noiſe abouc 
grace) take up with-lefler eridences than we do in regard of 
. Lenin fp 
34. Tf chis doing be tue, then it will follow, that 
deiiover while in che dark ought to come 10 either or 
Mance, or even preſert his child to bapuſm ; for then he 
implicitly. renews covenant 5 Which muſt not be done ina 
Rate 'of darkneſs. And what confuſion would this -briag 
into tbe] church 7 We ſhould haye but hin communioas, if 
the members every time they come muſt kunt they hase 


mee. 2 Sn : — „ 1. » (F? 5 
' 4th; Aceorting to this cheme, no perſon onght to en- 
age in ay duty whatſoever, until he knows he has grace: 
For he is in danger of hing uod, or dealing abel in the 
— of it; which is che grand ohjection in the preſent - 
. 855 According to his ſcheme, Hezekiah and gab were 
to blame for bringing their people iu general to renew: ca- 
venant, hen they had reaſon to ſcar that the greater 2 | 
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05 thent- would comp with @ je „eee SY, 
had better have lei it alone, a 0 f 
6th. I have obſerved: before; if pei 

they have grace, yet are conſcious 
they do, they had better come than (tbete on 
ſhould be really deſtituse of grace, iheir coming 
leſs offenſiae to G an the qmifſion ay — 
matiba and ieue wings of cent when only proceeding. 
from: a common we of Gon's ſpirit, have been a means. 
of removing or preventing judgments, 4 iq evident, from, 
many places of ſcripture. 

And here I would mention. one-thing 5 I ſhould be gd 
to bear as muck of the danger of the ll omifiny of theke 
duties, a8 of the perfori them in. s ref manacy., The 
Few that. did not etrextnici his child was to be cove of froer 
God”: . jeeps; 5, 6. pet te death But no-fuch ſevere ; 
ment; was ihreatned against che  unzegenerate gexſon, that 

circemriſed his child. And Myer Bac like 20 hare 

loſt his liſe, for the omiſſion of this du 
Fih. Jobs the and Cas did not ail 
— Bue 
upon /beir confoſſng of their fins aud 222 
n baptized them, Mat. 
- 16 this: church ſhould 

for the ſtrengthening their con. ments, is 

be proper Jad deveary $0 call M. 7 
the churely to join with us in it, aa our 


thoſe they baptized, whether they knew they 
agree to 
Oy > openly and explicitly as — g 


il | 
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records. And who 187 
2 — Aud if nog 
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ir 


why 

gth, If the As 
order to partaking of the ſeals, it 
1 For how i bye ect us do ĩ 
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dbthing N ee will warrant our e 5 
baptiſm or the Lox »'s ſupper. And if we have this beſore 
we come, what need we come it all ? Areaſt we need not 
come for this end, to get our evidences and comforts fireng- 
thened ; they being already come to their foll ut. 
 *ITVth obje&dien. But why do you exclude au y ptized- 
perſon at all from brioging their children co baptiſm, if they 
_ are all 1 anſwer, the reaſon is; becauſe of their 
Vicious lives. If a perſon de a lyar, ſwearer, ſabbath-breaker, ' 
whoremonyer, c. he ought to be dealt with, and if he 1e. 
main impenitent to be cut off. In this caſe he ſorſeits hie 
ptivilege. Arid this is the reaſon why per ſons are propound- 
ed, that if any know they are guiky of fuch things, they 
may object and get them M, WR 5 us 8 
VI and laſt objeQion. This will bring in idpurity into 
the church. 1 anſwer, Diligeat attendance to diſcipline, 
and not chrrailing the covenant will keep the churches purge; 
The contrary -Jdoarine'rather-ctends to impurity : For per-: 
ſons, if debarred from renewing covenant and bringing theit 
children, will be tem pted from their great ſondneſs for theii 
offspring, to come too raſhly to the Lon p*s 48ble. And th 
chürch will likewiſe be tempted to be ax in their dmiſ- 
font, to prevent the complaints of ſuch perſons, and to re- 
move the reproach chat ſaeh ſwarms of children among thege 
me in * Rare of H sn 
Several other weigmy confideraticns might have been 
mentiened, but I ſorbear. I ſhall fniſh with obſerviog, T bat. 
this was the priaciple of almoſt all the-firſt Fathers in the 
countey; my Great-grandfather Cotton, - Mr. Norten, the 
ſamou Mr. Shepard; Meſfi'r Wi!/on, Mather. Allen, Noero, 
dad many others. And the practice was recommended bx 
a S of un the churches 6f the Maſacbuſeis Colony in the 
year 1662. And it was agreeable 10 the ſentiments of my / 
Grandfather Coton the former Miniſter of this church, as E 
£04 by s manuſcript written by his own hand. Aad it has 
been pradtiſed by the genetality cf the ichurches for more. 
than an hundred years pat. 
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een chaged i(ldfirating; the; point. - r 
F the foundation: 3 —— ooh th I 
are the charch;cor who halt or:ſhall agt.; 
the very foundation: of the church is irack:at, — 94 
members. 10 churehʒ if this prupoũ tion bs nt tre, Thet 
hoſe pho' are inthe. 2 covenant Sr 4 right. 1e.1ha fool, — 4 
the charch. — a ix the whole cor 
here 1 If bb n cauſe i betrayed: 0 00 Ho 
neuts pive Up theit enuſe, und the · children in queſtion are 
2 It is ſtrange theteſore that de ey of ar · 
la: aly depends upon it. | 28 X14-fa 4 
"1f.-Upon the Time folindedon Large, II de ee 
vote to — this pisctice, I ald. 2 
8 au . 4 
vg that are is the couitnant have a right tothe 
themſelves \and thildren, thete is no defence _ wg 3 
. and ws becc me downright Bait without 
dei landing theigraveds e, 52 1 abby e, 
to the conſt ituuom inf tbe.churohed; 0 3 
di ite right to bring his children to badi ik 
the covenant 3+and\this Lon 1 2 55 
they are ſully faq 8 e The en, 
ta \ K 


8 K. . — D . 
tas, 8 ee fol br 7 
tedus do-? What ſignifice it 80 ker {<p 
deſigusdiy We ste in reality no. charchs; per lang. ll 
the c ard abilara. The very being 
and we-ccale th be a cherch s 15 it be granted, ib 08r op+ 
guing is ſo. little takew-notiee.of, when every thing _ 
3 fant baph/m'; ſor the-ground)of 
A 
N we hold infant Gapri/m . tink Siding > 
No doobt it walb beſaidiwanfwer toubie, That 
be was. bagtized in infzney, until he has: „ 
dation df n ws: taken away in u firſt 


ja which J ohſeregd, Uf, That chis rein, covenant 

por make ID Op oc Hs they were haſpre' 2 

but was. only n taking paſſ 1 right in the mogner 

tbe chutch thought ft. 3. taking poſſeſſion 

could not de bene da. A a Pr . 
4: 7 v0 22:57 een 
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pon them. And now add, 34. That no e. 
LN are 1 reſpe®t 40 thoſe who are 


f i Ones, unleſs the church 
2 au authority 17 — the church upon the plan of 
A. evidences ate ſufficient 


L negative in tegard 
1 — thoſe already in ſuft communion, ſo alſo with- reſpe& to 
| theſe in/queſtion,' I a) add, uch, There is 110 divine ap- 
friwment, that perſons. d renew eovenzvt in this explicit 
mawer, whed'thiey become adult z-but\ic/is's meer rudi 
ol the e to make the more ſolemn imprefiiens, - Ac- 
Totdingiy T 666; rhut the two-famous Mr. Hewys (Father 
200 805) dl not cevonant io haptined 


8 age + 80 ſar were they from 
aß it. 
of & 


to memberchip. And we. 8 
8 — —— 
r eee | 
dere i great ' propriety in it. for'the , pad e eie 
Aud if the 'thureh would onder -a genbrab explicit omning 
the covenant by us all every time we come to the 
or on Nen there would- be nothing amiſs in it, but ic 
vduld tand: to make the greater impretions;.. Abe 
5 deze, chat ll de Nes gde, 
, - il : 89 
old of cena tre by O0 b. himſelf in the: cl 
| 2 — he bard, uurrgenerate 
b me * v. Week. 
1 — and it Wu, afterwatds bleſt a 
u werb ct off. From i this we 1 that it is 
not contrary 46/ the mind of 'Gov- that ten af/perfons 
_ riiregenerate ſhould Have this ordiaaaee admisiſned ta 
e d 29 To = 
do be den tobe dene in times. 
ville Err A 
[ 14 8 105 . 


V. 1 . de of ie ſontimeste of 
iche pe . that baptiaed —— 
a 2 if they vera, ey Joſe. their member+ 
When! hey grow up, unleſs they come to dhe Lonn's 
_ bis; Twen would: be iconfiltent,] ihough nor ue. But 
bora char they wore members then, and contious. men- 
and: 4 te be dealt withy for: miſdes- 
menhang yer that their children are not meinbets — 
Neve ne- lige to the fral, id firange ioconfilleney, and 
Wh ann never be reconcileds/ Ap | 
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. 2d, Te be 
municant is '« contradi@ion in terns. 
3d. Here i will 'b4-fome-ig ' full 
— — relagion'of their nes with 74 
-: which) will! either make: te farts. 
— breg; the: ove admitted wi 
a, 2 2 —.— , . — 
e relation: n' where: h 
fuſion will it make io theckureh; zlations emed from d 
ſort and inet ' from the other f Ia the lamer nach, rhe, v4 
laying: ate of relation would deprive tht: charch uf 
proper means of judging of their good eſtate. | Without 
accoute of Ren rot ms mt Hut 
all their tekgien is a picee:of b; t Wh - 
We ſhall ba ve nothing left —— by hut af 
which ail zcknowledgomay: be ſeparate from giace;; nd 
many we ſhould haveno more thin: agarite e, 
grace; that is, that we never head any thing bad of chem, thew 


manner of, life being litele known to the 
church, which muſt be faequent 2 ea 
This would dorupod Mee. Sect Stcddar, — chutihs [623% 


Dane ; eee uſed; by re- 
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cireumciſed children eating. the paſſover with their: parents; | 


| the church bove 500 yeati, and vn ſome of this 4 
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f#ers;" us the 6ther meats of grace Bt le 8 
61d chat che church 'taduld 8 but 4 


0 conſent to #bolih rel arions; un 
the only 1 ke e 


negative 4 and — ro 8 


to relations, Lacknae that ſome of them ate not very 
edifying, and others art too particular”; we do not want 1 
men td giv# 9) biſtory ef his lite : But "fav the Midilter' to 
n ſoms of the principal nere tothe ꝗq ae o proc 
poſed by bis we exnididares, their den ſe a, the ei 
of o, Ide to Cura, and the 3 „- of grade 
would be far n belag tuſeleſs and chi en 
an ſome remarkable iaflsutes , 49 | 
VI. The children of-thoſs in- a eee; : 
they are ber ante", r 'God j they ave my ebildren.. Fus. 
thin my church und covenant: Dla, 
nfpokes of the children of unregernt 41. .:\Certail 
then we rob God ofthie p mp we them the 
aud there wilt be winee between = fofants bf ſueh 
As are in covenant, and the infants of Turf which is not to 
bendmitred i Sed Ane rlhlate a right to the one, but not 
Ovi. Tels the BapoiPwgrand len spaien baptizing tafagts 
VII. It apti iaing iafagts, 
that they do not dd acne» is Gn 
Aud how dorcheſe that ars ſor the new ſcheme tallx with 
them ? 1Negative evidences are ſu ſſieĩen in hoth cuſeb. A 
baptiſm js a ſnerament | of eairance ; fo;rhe loweſt degtet᷑ oi 
evidence is, be admitted in this! eaſe; >Cortainfy ſuller 
evidences are to be expected from thoſe that are ad mitied ad 
the e, that from thoſe that only appronch the” hg 
Niete than incipient: Doe e art fog Cu ral 


VIII. Drs ple uad bes inder hacks 
churrh adminiſtred the holy —— tone ly bapiiabd 
infants, | aſter the example: of the !Zewiſh' churehy all thei# 


Was as eatiy a St. Cyprign's fime, wha live 
or 250 years after CAISj4, and. for aupbtiaps 
nivetſally in 


This pra 
ed about 2 
pears: mach 1 und it / was contigues 


ches it contibuts, to che day; St. Ai/tin writes'in defence 
of it. But although we judge them wrong in this, becyuſy 


infants are . le of N themſelves or of "YE 
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ebe Lon'd% 3odpv Ver Tron. chi rs cu mar zaſendbst ia 
wis chei geagrah eaſe that bepdingd t perſons /mecely c 
virtee of tbejr were inqeled to. all church ptirig 
and that nothiog dat thejr open wickedneſs Gould nr: 
debar them from tm 72 15:40 57 of I W 6 _ 
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— ofws alſo:304 come tothe L. ſupper; | 

of the coe q dt ii rang 49, adi a 
40 the 6ne; withtu e e. 

| to — other: The ſeals art not to divided. Ne 


It is granted on all hands that haptili in a ſeal d Lahe - 
venant of grace a The Syed that recommended dhe p 
practice univeiſally held e aa did the 4e 
thut, Mr. Maura and ouhexs, a d Ar Len 
yet they were all zealous dar mee * ia 4 


latit ude p'thcy could ſee wo 3 
— — heitpeo e ak: he hep 


admitted the lownf? evidences oſ gra es jo hal lr | 
aad fy 3 ee in 
covenant; Aud ta prevent — miogng 
their, children, 40 baptiſm) N Do of . 


before; hand; that Vs OL ade: 
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to baptiſm at adult age, they admitted the firſhdawtiings aud 
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2+ we find Jabs Baptiſt did. ids ing Apo 
likewiſe, they thongs: that. mare ſpbitantial, 
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AruQed, or give folter-evidence 
wiſe they may prove 4 great blemiſh to religion and the ch. 
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- certainly. 


excluded ? Surely none bot thoſe. who abſolutely B. that 


aun that, or, hat ate whalh deftitute of hopes. So;that. the 
door is apened, as. wide. for every body 10 roms as,1 
moſt ſanguine of Mr. Stoddard's unden regis wiſh, 


 to*praHict they neatly: ag fee; and ſeem diſpoſed on each fide 
to admit the ſame ſort of perſons, Thot in Dr. | Marhents 
and Mr. Stoddard's principles both ſay, That this ordinance 
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od; f buptifer ane Lon di, per be feabeof the Ido 
ede, yet ther is to i ar rr ed We 
nd _ in two caſes.eſpeciale na 

; 1ſt; When the 8 has been ve t or /eandalour dis 
fore ; In this it is beſt to ſt 4 they are better in- lo. 
"ihely te formation, other - 


e dy ſours or nen an 
ſeald may be ivfully divideds'® + tare the " 

3d. If grace de abſolutely neceſſiry in order to bap tile 
at inference can be mote juſt, and even batural, than priſms 
n [ muſt ctrtainly know that 4 Save e btfore J come to | 
r ord I; 2 be 7710 chi conſequetice I: 


Y” | dead Avi upon oe 70 and my fone be 
Fr „All the tal Aa frevei ” Babes, or 25 Loy 'deg 
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vidence. Il ſe ves to mike the &bntiadi 
os. Wi bout. IJ am ſure, I have no bufintfs'to' op 2 
ot far we. All the Beef in the whrld never gave 
6 fo one privilege, 04 or ſacred”; | Irs) 
12 it, 1/el, Fund bur 'being able to woke out ic 
we have it, that ibticles us. 


2; 2 5 ſhould 8 Ca e wt e 
5 of -evidegce, 200 dos. how . muff e t Ie ba = 
prevailing hopes, What mul become of. the: believer that work Vic 


ordjnance. 18 
a man any ! 
qual; 1 0 


Frepanderating fears ? Sutely he wuſl 125 away.- If 1 all 


er evidence (Mill that will be admitted. ho then d i bs the 


they are-uncopverted ; and. 2 ſhall find but few that will 


leads me to obſerye,.... 4, 
© 4th. That though Mipiger- appear to differ widely 3 in abels 
ſdtiments abqut the fubjeQs of baptiſm, yet when they come 


1. a re bet. adinini/ored to ſcandalous perfor remaining /yc),. Ot 
d any that make open, profe/on. of their unt ve rag: 
ut here ſreas to be the, main ifterence,the one take ame- 
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do not, but ſuppoſe it may be ſeparated from | 
we have no bulineſs to prevent — comitg, 
4 e dt ways — 
difference appears to be very "Or Fat may 
looked upon as TH - ny of — — 2 7 
th, I obſerye, t e 's mem i 

thing from that of their parents coming ow h/ their 
means, as is made evident beyond cootradifion by: 
and others of our Fathezs ; and to them beraaſe their 


and y that 


arepts do not immediately approach to the L0x0'v'table: is 


ard and injurious, 
6th. Let baptiſm be called a ſea] or whint you will, A resſow 
can they aflign why grace is m 
bring og his children to it, than in order to praying, cn, to 
ef Pray er is'a /eal in ſome 
and's if che e, under the law were h of the covenantet: 
grace, as well as the : (S6-Dr. Watt; expreſſiy aſſbrte, 
and it may be eafily proved) And yet who ever dreamed'of: 
excludin . — Sure The in hy 
not in performing the duty but prom it in a wrong min 
a, Vick d ef that cans fi with 
Ulm 
7th. God himſelf hath divided rhe foats,ns in thi caſa vf is 
ſants ; And ſhall we make ourſelves wiſer thabGop; is 
the ſeals fall not be divided ? And he alſo iff fore cafes 
vided circumciſion and the paſſover. And if they wey be A- 
vided in one caſe 9 in another, N the charch tiny 
thought in all ages, who have alwayt been more large in the 
adminiflration of baptiſm than 'of 
ſpect to adults. 
The caſe of infant plainly ſue ws it to de the diviae 
that ſome unregentrates ſhould be baptized ; for he 
to be done if they ate under the covenant, and yet 
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the grace of the coyenant, though these be no refiftanch of- 


pleaſureat the ſame time not to give them, that is, mo@ of ao, | 


poſition on their patts. And 151 is the divine ure likewiſe 
that” of: of neceliny "ws 


that the church ſhould be ſo conſtituted, 
are obliged to receive man 12 un 
be evet ſo careful aud Curr * thou 
full latitade, aud the 
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to the :carele/ne/+ of Miniſters, than to an alteration of prinei- 


hon, 
XI. 


5 Wert born £0 the firſt comers, an 
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vent it, if it be poſſible after all that. they may have the root of 


the matter in them ; but if the mark» and evidences of unre 


neracy be plain and open, and leave us without doubt, in t 
caſe once for all I declare my opinion, they are not to be ad - 


| mitted.” This leads me to ſay, 1 
Laſtly, and upon the whole here, I apprehend none of the 


church would be uneaſy if. perfons of ſome regular lives and 
behaviour could be admitted to bring their children, though 
ſuch at ate of a contrary charater be excluded. Here pru- 
dence ſhould direct, and caution ſhould be uſed not to proſtitute 


the ordinadces to unmeet ſubjects. That profane per/ons are out 


of the queſtion is granted by all. And if ſuch ſhould bg ſhut. 
out, it would remove the reproach of our having fallen from 
the method propoſed . by, the.Synod, who firſt brought in this 
practice into theſe chorches, Which if true, is more owin 


ples, ; ho ea + 2 
X. It has been ſuggeſted, That the method we have been 
« in has a tendency to hurt the candidates that offer themſelves 
© by promoting. a careleſi ſecure ſpirit, which may be fatal to 
© their beſt intereſt.” This I rather think true of the contrary 
ſcheme. When a Miniſter hath peremptorily declared, that 


vo unregenerate perſon ought to come to either ſacrament, and 


hath charged them upon their peril not to come, and yet ear- - 
neſtly to urge particular candidates for baptiſm immediately 
to come to the Lox p's ſupper is as much as to tell them that 
he is fully ſatisfied they have grace, though he doth not ſay To in 
words, - And what is the tendency of this but to make them 


eaſy in their preſent conditioa without farther examination ? 


The corrupt hearts of many. wilk flatter them faſt enough with 
hoper, and having the ,Minifter's ſanction to back them, they 


will be in the utmoſt danger of being ſtaked down in delu- 


| It has been ſuggeſied further, © That we received this 
0 practice by traditics from our Fathers without examination, 


and have gone oa in 8 le way without being able to give 
- ** any good reaſon for it.” I anſwer, that neither our Fathers 
imwagluged it, nor we 'received it in this, light manner. The 


way ſtarted in the compre ſcon after, grand. children 
the point agitated Jor twenty 


or thirty years by the ableſtl Divines, until at laſt the Synod of 
+ Allthe Miniſters and churches, came to a 2. de cĩiſion about 


d converſe, and 
gave 


— r —— ——_ _ —_— ö 


. 


W. . . —-— , 3% AE. Acad 
* 


E 155 


ave ſuch weighty reaſons for it as were never yet anſwered. * 
Neither did many of thei: poſterity receive it thus lightly : Mr. 
Leonard in particular had 6ccafion and ory ſtudied the 


controverſy, as appeared by ſeveral ſermens on th — aud 
the ſame may be ſaid of many others. And I am forry there 
is ſuch occafion to retort the argument'; I am perſuaded it is 
owing to the /uperficial remarks of ſome of our younger Diviner, 
lately appeating in print, that this practice has been queſtioned, 
when as they had never thoroughly ſtudied the groundy and rea- 
ſons our Fathers went upon, ot even the point of unt. bay- 
ſiſn, which gives great light” to the controverſy, and is really 
the foundation it is built upon, ſo that they muſt both ſand or 
fall together, | | Finnen 
XII and laftly, The expedient to reconcile us, wiz; For the 
perſons in queflion to be admitted to full communicn, and then for the 
church to dijpen/e with their coming to the Lok p's able for a 
euhile, - I ſay this expedient propoſed by the Paſtor is quite 


unſatis factory ta me, For, © 


1ſt, This ſcheme goes upon this ſuppoſition, that i rene i 
covenant they are made members, which is wrong as I have prov- 
ed before. All baprized perſons are members, whether th 
renew Covenant or no, and are under obligations to all chrif+ 
tian daties. This renewing covenant is never thought to make 
perſons members in other caſes : When a church is embodied 
in a new pariſh they enter into covenant anew, but are no more 
members than be fore; and juſt ſo it is when churches renew 
covenant in brder to promote a reformation, ' + 

2d. The term of members in full communion has been always 
appropriated to perſons who immediately communicate, to dif« 
tinguiſh them from thoſe who do not communicate, though in 


I ſuppoſe one maio reaſon why P church did not 
join the Syned was, becauſe they were without a Miniſter ten 
years together about that time ; but the Sy#od"'s principles 

were certainly agreeable to ſome of the church © as appears 
hy the pious Secretary. Morton's mentioning Mr. i 
dying ſpeech with approbation in the New-Zxgland M 38 
morial, wherein Mr. Ni laments it as oze rack of God's: 
controverſy with the land that the baptizing of the children of 
the A 2h. of was ſo much negleded. And this was my Grand- 


father Cotton's pre by as I noted in my former Eſſays” 


Perhaps the teaſon why they did not praiſe upon it was, 
| becauſe none of this ſort applied to have their children 
baptized. I find no motion toward it in the church-records, 


Wil be the ſame thiog, which, as 
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other fefts they are equally members. But by this new 
ed. method all dine will be confounded, and to 


1 io full communion 7 not in full communion 
obſerved will be a contra. 


iction in terms ; and it will make ſuch confulion in ! , 
hat when we Gems hls a ma; yg 


tuated to this practice we ſhould 5 
be able to underſtand ane ancthers ſpeech when converſi 

with thoſe of another tows about members in full communion, 
And what difficulty would it cauſe about a form of diſmiſ. 
nion and recommendation, in caſe any of theſe new fort of mem. 


. bers ſhowld remove to other towns before they communicated ? 
Or muft we ſet up ourſelves as a model or ſtandard for other 


Churches to copy after our example, and that even wich- 
out conſulting them at all ? Surely we have need of ano- 


tber Synod to adviſe, before we raſbly run into this new 
- Kheme . 3 * 5 


3d. This I look upon to be a right Popi/þ diſpenſation, pit 
4 


.a diſpenſing with the command of Gop, which is ave of t| 
.. worſt things 1 te n the Romi church. The utmoſt 


the church can do is pa vely to connive at thoſe who are kept 
away by fears and ſeruples, and not to lay any cenſure upon 
them, which is the caſe according to the preſent mode. But to 
give open toleration, by an au vote, for members to come 
or ſtay away at their pleaſure is unjuſtifiable by any cules of 
Icripture or reaſon. AS: hh Ie b 2 

4th. If our baptized members ſhould be averſe to this pew 
method, as I rather thipk they will, and none ſhould come, It 
will be juſt the ſame thigg as if no door was opened to them 
at all: Or if they ſhould like it, and ſhould come in multitudes, 
then the church would be in danger of being overrun with a 
laxer ſort of memberi who would carry all before them; far 
who would deny them the privilege of voting if they be members 
zu full ? Abd who would chooſe to have the affairs of Can 1957's 
kingdom wholly in ſuch hands, in the hands of no7-communi- 
cams? For they would ſoon become the majority; or muſt we 


bargain with them not to claim a privilege juſlly belonging to 


tbe m, until they actually communicate? Or ſhall we by meer 


arbitrary power without juſt warrant exclude them from vot- 


ing ? In that caſe they would not be members ill, but only 
in part, contrary to what the church promiſes them at their ad- 


miſſion f or in other words, they would be only aomina!, and 


* 


not real members in full communion. 1 
5 h. How long muſt we Hay with theſe new ſort oy ow 
| rs { 


. 
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© nifter-or others have to ſtir them up to ſuck preparstions? 
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| Synod. In a word, I know of nothing that may be oby 


(a3 1 
bers ? If they are limited to à certain time whieh they are not 
to exceed, then the church muſt cenfore them if they Lomor 
come within that time.” And what confuffon- would wis bring 
us into? And even how a would it be, it the Tadve neafon 
ſubũſts that hindered their coming ar firſt ? If it be Jeſt i 
them to come when they think proper, this would be to leave 
the matter juſt as it 3s now, and they may ſlay away n long 
Nr renne 
If it be faid, this would give the Mitiſter a rer 
frequently to call _ them, I anſwer, not hore warrkat 
than he has by the preſent method. For theſe perſdas in o. 
venanting promiſe to 2 diligence in their preparations for un ate 
cgi to the Lon d table: Tad vine better ground can n Mi- 


6th. This method has a tendency to deſtroy all order, and 
to bring in the utmoſt confuſion. For if we diſpenſe with one, 
though he hath laid hiavſelf under immediate obligations to 
come, we may as well diſpenſe with another, and fo with al, 
What then would become of the communion ? Even thvſe 
that are zow communicants may think themſelves warranted 
by ſuch liberty given to abſent nam cp when they pleaſe : 
And bow know we but by and by the effect of it may be that 
we ſhould have no communicants at all ? And what à cafe 
would this be ? A church without commonicants ? Many in 
full communion, and yet no communion ? Members profefliag 
to ſerve. the Loxp in all his ordibances, and yet no vediban= 
ces ? What an abſurdity to open ſuch 'a dot as this? 
3th, In this new ſcheme all the fame difficulties recur, which 
are objected to the preſent method. This is a'ha/f-«9ay praftics 
as well as the other: This divides the ſeals 28 well uy the other, 
which has been declared © unwarrantable and unlawful : 
This equally encourages: unregenerate perfons to come: This 
has a like tendency to keep perſopgs slong in their Maler, Th 
their doubts and ſcruples as the other mode: This as 2 


tolerates perſons in living in the l of one n,, tut 
of the covenant,” as jt is called, as the method propoſed by t 


againſt the preſent practice bat what with equal force militace 
againſt the zvay propoſed. It is called indeed by d now nab, 
but that does nat alter the nature of the thing ; the ſtyling them 
members in fall cimmunion does lg wake Wem he Joe the 
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Sch. There ſeems to be a downright inconfiſtency in this 
way-of covenantiag. They Joub? whether they engt to come to 
the Log p' table in their preſent circumflances, and yet the 
muff promiſe to come: They are to promiſe it, and Gen th 
church will diſpeaſe with the performance; or in other words, 
will allow them to breat their promiſe for a while, or perhaps 
as long as they live if the /ame rea/ox continues, that is, if they 
do not get over their doubr; before. How jarring and incoherant 
does this appear upon the, bare mentioning : For my part, l 
think they had better not immediate promiſe, than-not. to per- 
Farm. Theſe promiſes i» future are looked upon in other caſes 
3s meer evaſions to avoid a preſent duty; a ſinnet's pro- 
mifing to repent hereafter, which he has no thoughts of at pre- 
ſent, And then further, as they promiſe it to God as well a 
to the church, they muſt have God's di/den/ailon as well as the 
church's, or they are obliged to come immediately, notwith- 
ſanding. any thing the church can do. bon ibo haſt vowed 'a 
wow:Unto Gop defer not to pay it. Zecl. v. 112 
- 9th. The introducing this new ſcheme will either cauſe t 

Wholly laying by @ relation of experience, or this new ſott 
of members muſt ſubmit to this practice, or we muſt have 
two different methods of admitting perſons to full commu- 

nion: And great inconveniences would ariſe by either of 
theſe different ways, With reſpe& to relations T have ſpoken 
before. I would only add, that if theſe non-communicants 
in full communion ſhould be obliged to bring a relation, 1 

believe it would as effectually put a ſtop to their coming, 'as 
ny of the moſt rigid methods the church could paſkbly 
take: I dare ſoy we ſhould have no members of theſe ſort: 


* 


Ea. would carry their children to other churches that are not 
... Toth. The moſt material difference between this and the 
preſent. method ſeems to be this, that in the one caſe the 
coyenant is propoſed feyice, and in the other caſe but 
orce.: Which, it is ſtrange to me, ſhould oceaſion any /erw> 
ples of conſcience, ſioce it only adds to the folemnity of the af- 
fair, and does but little, if at all, diminiſh their obligations: 
of coming to the LoxÞ's table; in the one method they pro- 
miling diligently to ſeek preparations for it, and in the other, 
that they will come when they have got dver their ſcruples, 
and are beiter ſatisfied that they are prepared for the ordi- 
nance ; which certainly is the ſame thing in effect: And there 
15 as much danger on the one {ide as the other, of their ufiog | 

4 a meerly 


mn eren enen e“ 
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meerly as a formality, eſpecially after a while, to get thee 
children'baptized, -, - + bn Wop +299 

As for the ſuggeſtion, that by this . fold repetition of the c0< 
venant, perſons are led into the miſtaken notion, that there are 
1100 different covenants, and that the firſt is of a /axernature than, 
the lait ; it is impoſlible for à perſon that hears both forms read 
rationally to entertain ſuch a thought ; but if any,of thy 
er ſort ate in danger of it; they may be eaſily ſet right from t 
polpit, or by convetſation. As: for their being made rice 
members by it, enough has been ſaid before; when it was ob-. 
ſerved * this renewing covenant doch not make them mem- 
bers, Cc. | x $54 4-7 1d fo .gb . 

11th, If the difficulty lies here, the propofing of the covenant 
!wice, as being thought ſuperfluous and un ; for 
fake I ſhould not 7 agaiolt the ficſt propoßag of it bling 
wholly laid afide 3 I mean with reſpe to thoſe already. in 
the covenant-or perſons baptized z and that they, after being 
propounded a competent time and no-0bjeRion made to their 
lives and morals, ſhould be allowed to bring theit children to. 
baptiſm. Though after all I ſhould be ſorry to ſee the church 
abate any thing from the folemnity of the affair, which cer- 


tainly is of good | tendency both in regard of the candidate 


and _ and inlitles the ſormer io the prayer of the 
church, c. L947 4b 2269: 51 ee 142948 byndt hackd 
Upon the whole, I ſhould be glad of any proper i e 
to remove the difficulties among us, and to pieſer e peace and 
harmony ; but as for the expedient under conſiderstion, I cag- 
not ſee my way clear to come into-it at preſent... And. if tha 
majority of the church ſhould approve of ic, I am afraid that 
we ſhould become an i of ridiculs to the whole countr 
our /Angularity, and for our introducing ſuch. an jinconfiſtenk 
jumbled ſcheme, which was never heard. of in, the, churches 
before this day; and even now I do not find it ſfomud as hingt 
ed, that above one church ptactiſes any thing like it. : 
; I : = *. F; 8 1 
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COME T#1rvos' have:occurred to my mind ſince the laſt-- 
church-meetiog, relating to the/ ſubjects of baptiſm, _ /- 
I. I ſhall take notice” of ſdme poſitions that have been ad 
© It; E is objected, that many make v. re of the prae 
tice meerly to get their children baptized. Anſwer. I fear 
it ĩs too true. But ho ſhall this new regulation remedy the | 
difficulty ? If this deor were entirely: ſhut, is: there not as + 
much danger of making a oi the Load ſupper ra- 
ther than their children ſnhould go without baptiſm. But 42 
th ſome there is no doubt they do it not — 


von For my part, I am of my Great-grandfather Cotton 
mind, that it i brtter to admit tem hypocrites, than toiexclude one- 
ere child of Gn 21 1 
Abd Lwould add, iſthey are ſach-perſons who make aformality. 
of it that chiefly come $0- renew covenant for: their children's: 
ſake, how comes it to paſs that the door is opened far: their 
admiſſion” to the/Lonp*s ſupper ? For it hath been once and 
age in ſaid, that the purport of the new ſeheme is-to'en/arge and: 
ot to curtail ani diminiſh their privileges, viz. by obligingibem 
to come immediately into full communion, — 
ad. It is odjected, Mr. Leonard's great difficulty in bridge 
ing in the practiee, aud that he was ſeven years about it. I 
anſwer, Mr. Leonard was indeed ſo long about it ; but the 


reaſon was not betauſe he could not gain 2 major vote before; 


for he had the major part of the church with him, (I think) at 
fiſt, at leaſt for year: before the point was brought to a publica 
deciſion- But this aroſe, 1ſt. From his prudence becauſe he 
would not grieve two or three reſpectable members, but would 
wait until he had gained their acquieſcence at leaſl. 2d. In 
this-he. added. according to. che ancient practice and conſtitutign 
of this church, For in the records we find they would not vote 
tn affairs of importance, eſpecially'in alterations of any part of 
warſhip, until they had gained the conſent of every. brother, 
at leaſt ſo far as 10 acquieſce in the church proceedure, Theſe 


were the real cauſes of his delay in purting it to vote. 2 


98 
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Faller, I find they had 

er thoughts of in fat: 1 many ro d day have; 

they looked upon them ae members ; they dealt with them is. 

ſuch ; they diſmiſſed and — them to other ch,“ 

ches heb removed, and ſent ad mentions free then, if 

not diſmiſſed, 2Hef iniſbrhaves, * „e eee, "4 3681 
Ack. It is mid that nne bur vidble Chrifizhs br 


ould take of ij priviteges.”*'F ood 

67 W b nm pros 2 eaves, 
unleſs chey carry the Devit's mark; # B ot 

infidile, This 4 20 r 25 


rivilege of buy iſ, if they alt for it. If ue ein 
Eee Lev . they a of the"charth; 
wicke id pe mukke“ an opel 
de ack . 22 5 
woule be 


regen their dm ien, 
regen A dey — 5 CAT e to Ahn 


ſibly the Devis chan, and oon themſefves uo be fuck withs 
out any compunttione bf conſedence . Nur if ſhares -- 
and ſerup wy about them and — *. — that after vil hop. 
may bass 1e Lon b, 88 
155 in 7 2 — * of Fri; 2 ha p we! e 
of lay 1 n As ut * 
light. for it? Read Mart. _ 6, * Lover ” 2 
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Nh hey ee 


artet. It is and has been my; ſettled principle and practice, 
de more ſtri — Packs, Los 0's table chan 10 da 
_ tiſm,; And Lheve the cxample of almoſt allchurches from, 
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55 
1. fees to me that the diſlia don between vii and invidle 
bejievers is .tog much; blended and con ſounded in the maſon 
giſpute. Ii iti elt gract only chat intices in the light e 
he church, then all the talk about ral grace is nothing io the 


purpoſe. ; 4: aftind.y W 
Fth. It is ſaid, if viſible grace. entitles to ahe ſeals, why ought 
we to make a diſtinction, and ad mit ſome to one ordinance and 
Sthecs to both ? I. anſwer, xt, That it. is the candidates them - 
Elres generalſy ſpeaking. chat make the diſſinction, and pot 
Ahe church ;| and we, ought o admit them go the diſcharge of 
heir duty, as far ag they ſee light to go, and wor to lay ſtumb- 
Jing-blocks in their way. ad. I am fully of Mr. Rebbin:'s 
wind, chat baptiſm as well as the Lok v's ſupper are "ſeals 

of the covenant of grace. Bat the conſequence he draws from 
3a:1 deny, chat baptiſm and the Los p's. ſupper. are of equa 


vg to patronixe me ig it, If there be hut a Gare pofibilit 


That a perſon. has: grace, I thigk he ought not to be exc)ude: 
from baptiſm for himſelf or children. But more poftive evidences 


of grace were neceſlary for the: Lano's ſupper. And this for 
ſeveral reaſons : Theile co among ED 1ſt. Becauſe bap- 
4iſm-is a ſacrament of entrance, but the Lonn's ſupper 8 ſacra- 
ment of growth. ad. Becauſe if afterwards. they were back- 
liders, it would. brivg Jeſs xeproach. on religion, or the church 


han if they pam eee eee PRIOR, e 
. Sch. It ig aid that the perſons in gueiion, baut voly 56 i= 


fant-member/bip which differs from that of the adult. I anſwer, 
it differs ngt· in dhe e/tptial;.,of. it, AN, memberſhip come. by 
diwvins,inflitytign-;, and is as real nenherig and 3s com lea in 

doe ag in be othet, hat. is, in the childreh as in che pa- 
venta, Faun as real god.compleats Reman gitizen as the 
Chief Captajy, thaugh. the one came 10 it by Firth and the other 


by punchqſiu at adult Age. Original ſin comes in a. different 


manner fiom other Gas, vin, by che mediation of our paretre, 


yet it ia 25 really-a-fig, % 45/45 any that we actually commit. 


Fhe like may be ſaid-in; the preſeat caſe, Bot after all, If it 
—2 es 10 an we may 
talze it aa by this church's renewing tovenant, as our 
row. did, ang. calling agen ahe children of the church. to 
Jjoip with, us initin a body. And then ſurtly none will deay them 


II. I 
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1 * 1 
II. I Hall now make foie! enero bx the further 


cen the point, Or. 
1fl. T thick this is x point of the greateſt importente aht 
ever came before this church. The queſtion jo whether Gr 
children ſhall be treated as outcaſts, as ” to the cove- 
nants of promiſe, or in other words, as 
SI 
n is practice ſhou 
it that 21 * children ire this day unehufched and . 
municated, and that the church nothing more to do i 
them in a way of * The — had need con- 
ſider what they do they act: Your children 210 60 
doubt dear to you ; and will yo, bliodfold,this day cat them 
out of the herltsge of the Lox v ? Win you wih your 
hands, lifted up to Heaven, giver than 16. Satan '* — 
poſſibly put any other conſtructioh on the matter à They 
either be within the church or withoat 3 either — 
CnzreT%foct TFthey are i that is; they: 
certainly entitled to ſome "privilege-;; __ what . 
have they left, if their childten muſt not be baptized? Didi 
not learn this in our earlieſt infancy, \7bat the infantrigſarhi as 
are members of i be viſible chureb aft to ù baptized But if 
be diſcovenanted and caſt out after all, I connor! belp turing 
myfelf to them, a many ſoch ate preſent; and (faying to ſacks 
are of good comver ſation,” — —_— Tous brethren that 
caftl yon, out, for my name's ſake, ſaid, let the L6xn' te | 
Gut he ſhall appear to your joy, ani! they ſhall bt a 
2d. But why are we to do this ? The'plea'or' Proves is 
grace.” But I dare ſay it will be found a urgracions ſeheme 
in the iſſue : It will bring in a (carnal? tion into the 
church; I mean into the number of communicants 3 other 
doors being ſhut chey will after a While ruſh» into 7 | 
horſe to the battle, rather than not have chew children 
tized. And Miniſters and churther will he more:/ar ed. 
miſſions, rather than to have a generation of — 
up among the m. Thisit ſeems begins already to be the a whe 
this alteration takes place, as ſore ſerious people — 
zd. I would 1 — — it is {probable — — 
ae 1 did ad U vet N 


* 
or three that had applied to dn the covenant, but were' 7 R 
nied, though at the fame time urged to Comes * 
nian. 


ye The hebben this 225 of be was, Thad deen Toforined of 
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Joer it, 8s Arberg by their r 
* in wild 
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When they entered into ſolemn nant? .C 
ther he would 42. jefligeg f upon 


nabe had wichbeid the ſeal-from them 


x vii. and whe. 
. Ne 


Abrahan'; family was 


_ _ the only church in the world, nd 6 oe poof the geſpel ch chutch ; 


and what was done in it, ought to be dope in goſpe 

pig ws not he ſtricter thay e owe ef father of | 4 25 
cialy ace we are, in tho e hi 

e kes place, the whe " 
; i new 3 ea Place, next N Day: be a 
total: laying: aſide, of relations; This it ; ſeems i is done. fo .Con- 
#eficut,; by the moſt —— promoters of zhis new method. 
And Mr. Robbins.qwns, that jt. js matter of iadifferepcy, or at 
deaft, that a church may be rightly conſlituted without them: 
17 o, they may be laid aſide, And what will be the conſes 
venceiof this 7 Why, 2ſt, the knowledge of experiences will be 
to the fole of Minaifters,: And muſt, he church 


| truſt implicitly tothe |? 2d, 'The-chyrch will have nothing 


left to judge by, bat external evidences... And — 
they ail ave oply . evidence: And as to the can- 
didates moſt known, Slameigſneſi of life: will be the ſom total 


of the evidence. Every one that can fay with the Pbariſis, I 


2am no extortioner,, unju „ IN the young mag, all tbeii 
— I kept; &c. mult be admitted to he Lon ſugper. What 
hen will become of the ſcheme of real grace being eſſea- 
tl? Or how will they res. themſelves ſrom inconkiensy,. as 
T noted before? 2 
5th. . would obſerve,that the Synod were of the PA, wind 
with Mr. Robbins, that it is cal grace that enticles a perſon to 
the ordinances ia the ſight of Gao, and that it is vile grace 
That entitles them jn the fight of the church; and yet they ad- 
miniſtted: baptiſm ia this latitade : They could ſee no jocony 
berween theſe 17 85 ; and _ dame we * nei 


| hu be more elear · ſighted ? i | 
6th. Further, with reſped do the 8 e WEI or / this 


(for it was introduced by ſome particular 


— and churches befote) I would obſtrve two thin 
1ſt. The famous Miaiſters that came into the country: at 


Arſt ſottle ment were moſl af them alive and preſent at the u, 


aud moſtiy joined in it. And chaſe. that were dead, ad my 
Gieat-grandfather Mr. Cotton, Mr. es (+4 and others, were 

- And es, for thoſs Mini, 
afterwards almoſt to a Naw 


ſed the Synod, 
infowuch chat Mr, Mitchell in his letter to 


Hers that, op 
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profaneſt to goſoel 

churgh, . This is i jos womb er de 
ſeperation, . promiſeuaxs Ain! . 
ſar got over their CEE NR 
have i "+ — 

lar, the 
w2s, not 5 prejudiged 


b ad, When. 
e Mir ten ar es 2 EE, bak 
longing to his » enen dt be e 
bee or Landa, 2 h he rely 2 bat 
1 ee (And be at len Capo How agland. . Ay 


to Prefidens, Chaxacy the other 1 fore 
merly Migiſtor.of DES now rad 
the dipping oſ infants ; be | It 
comme way himſelf, ao ſe erode MI 
_ . e his, — ine 
( 2s 88 #4 inthe 
Dr. Inc: Mather, were the chief oppoſens and. writgy 
Synod 1 but Dr. Marber altered his mind 

' 7th. I chiak it a good obſervation of the w 
ww Mr. Neal, ube was formerly in Now: 

lately a Miaiſter ia Leader) in bis. New: 

ſpeating of the: Hynes, in 4662 he ſays, ** 1 mut © 
© owe, pat that.it looks but like an odd aflertion to; me 
** call a.perſon 4 wember:of a church, cee 
* of its frivileges, add yet omen —— 
firange ſort of memberſhip. ĩadeed 
© 8th. If the church mußt be parged ia 


conſiderable a number of members god fas Ho | 
— — and in ect e TE 


that the church would. begin higher 


with the communicants ; lat al 


254 © let 
— love the Lonp Jusvus in. fincerit 
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worance of this, or good evidence, let them be rendered un- 
capable of any privilege or diſeovenanted until it is other. 
wil with them. Ina word, let us turn downright ' Separates, 
and ſet up a pure church, this would be acting conſiſtently, 
and not turning our artillery againſt the 'weaker part of 
members only. * nien — 70 er — a 
Laſtly, As to the manner the church ſhould act in this affuir. 
T would alk the members, ab it u ere on by one, whether they 
cav' ſay upon their confcięnres and acrotding/ to the word of 
God, that the *praftice' is Wong and erroncows; of in other 
words, chat it ſpring from Hell 7 If the major part can ſay 
chis without any doubt or hefiration upon minds, I would 
aſk further, what 2 ſcripture gives them to impoſe their 
ſentimenti upon their follow members, who think the practice 
agreeable to the wil bf Gon? Ouglt there not rather to be 
ſome way found out id Which our eohſcientes may remain j 
violate, and gone of dur chriſtian rights invaded; and we con- 

linued in commy ien together in charity and love #7 A 

rot the method I propoſed at the Taft church · meeting 
this gatute ? * Y IWR 2 7 $063.40 Mea Fo „ t 
- Whether the major part of the church be for or againſt the 
praQtice F know riot, having converſed with but few. | But if 
any rr place, Iapprehend two thivgs neceſſory. 
ft. That'thoſe who'vote for the alteration ſhould have clear 
evidence, if not aſſurante of their on regenerate eftate. ' The 
plan ſuppoſes it neceſſaty that all candidates for baptiſm or 
ond's ſupperhaveſuch evidence. And ſhall candidates be 
exeluded by thoſe who have it not themſelves ? As our Saviour 
ſaid, He that is without fin let him caft the fir flone ; ſo I (ay, let 
him that hath good evidence of his own gracious ſtate ca a fond 
at our baptized members; and let none elſe preſume to 40 it 
by voting in this caſe.” If they do they condemn' themſelves; 
they pull the re cut of their brothei's eye, and-leave the 
beam in their own, contra ry to our Saviour's command; they 
require that of otheis, which their conſciences tell them . they 
are deſlitute of themſelves. And what au abſurdity is this ? 
What a preſamption ? What a ſelf-condem ning mark f It 
wis to ſuch cafes as this the Apoſtle had re ſerence in Rem. ii. 
1. Therefore thou art inexcuſulli; O nan, whoſoever thou' art 
Heat junge; for wherein then judge another thou condemmeſt thy/olf- 
d, The other thiog neceſfary in, that the church ſhould be 
unanimbus in the alteration,” at leaſt that all oppoſition ſhould 
nn ON ESE! £6245 3.53 281 . 
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ſettled ? I anfrer, it cat be ſettled ho other way, 22 % | 


7 hes 
thiok proper, paſſively acquieſce in Mr. Rehjnr's fordrart 2 
practices, Todi he hath more light to a&t Tn th Gab. F 
is the utmoſt that they can do, without s al concurre! 
an* or while our ut Rncimen retail. 


think at leaſt he ought as far to condelcend to tho | 
ent apprehenſions ; that is, by paſſively acqtiefing at baptilat 
being adminiſtred among us by other Miniſters, 'as n al- 
ready ptqpoſed, and not to imitate Mr. Chawncy iu his c. 
neſs, or lay ſtumbling blocks in the way to prevent or Uifcou- 
rage Miniftery coming. Thus by mutual forbearance; the af- 
fair may be peaceably accommodated,” and no" violation 
conſcience on either fide. Bur if the matter be drove on wi 
violence, who can tell what the conſequence will de ; Gob 
A „ „e Wert 65 04 efs 1 
And I would faulty chat if a vote of repeal be obtained, 
it would be u in itſelf, unleſs by a previous wote the conftitu- 
tion of the church be altered, and a new conſtitution eſtabliſhed, 
wherein the major part ſhould have a right granted thee) of 
ruling the 1 wry of their Brethren ; which God forbid Midald 
a 


ever be the fate of this once famous, but now declinibg cherch. 
Aus 3 1 Mas! » ; T1 W197 HH Of + Y 
+ 459 | th 2 et: $4 
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This third Eſnay was delivered to the church it their ' fourth 

meeting on this affair, March 41, 1772. 'Dheifame week qu 

Friday evening I received the following” Letter from Mr, - 
* ; A. , f 1 1 

cc Sir, 2 is E of as Tu, Ps 0 

* as called to go to Middlehorough the day after our 

* church-mecting, and the Faſt being the next day — 
: | % 1 ven 


veos -- 


| if or think either, to cay Jour. point b y ſuch method curd A 
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Leiten we until now 3 to 

it x lative to 5 0 * 12 75 a * 

485 * ut there is ihis advanta TING [rea ſh 78 I ny 
ad more time, and o 1 

« ters in erk. al . 1 80 45 whole, 1 an An — 

"7 the ſame mind 1 was, that what you 5 10 LI pai 170 2 
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n. of the ſeq ts, you og . 1 7 1 en 
uf th AG: 435 of ol hequs {on i Tou, Sit, 
5 tain meme 4 velther I = = 12 to 1 we 2 
there = timebits ; r can 
20 ray of qur fi 1 5 uences 5 the leaſt appear- 
' ance of juſtice or 2 from our principles. | 
tc what purpoſe 82 Ar textclymations 
te Ber e oth church and cone 
Mg tion, but to gerte T xg s agaioſt « us 206 K Opidi- 
4 09s; without any. 1 be grounds ? In this. 
or chriftian = your, Pal 1 rand B 0 


6 hls or aig vou 5 that it 3 be 1 right and. a; 
« ble tothe ind of C unis f You, Sir, have more | * 
m per faaded. than r men of tolerible penetration 
15 pag upon fugb popular haravg 2. e 4 to men i 
7 * paſſions, 22. reaſoning, or fair 88 1 ar; 

« nion. However find e u et 
as N s;and, rl ar 
10 pliming the end 
«ed it. For 1 


1 it * ill decame «prof of dee 1 57 you 
| cou 
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„the unregeberate Hedet, and their felt. 

« diſpoſition, I. e * ; Hh 
11 8 V in infabey. 
« evidences of 2 Htg ground a 
% ritable dee Me hat ah 78 d folks, 


{© admitted to covenant with! nce th A. | 
«+ conclude their ſtate is file in Fits of 
* niſterial inſtructions and ws ** can be 
It ſuit 5 Dr well id be 
regenerate nen ma | Tafelp ſay, 
*« for their Gan, Cc. a you publickly aſſarted in your * fir. 
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0 Havio genen latte + 
pally here ref T gi inc lad 7A | 
properly is Paſt Piet, 1 117 
ſage here, left Mr. Robes, + Holy 
It runs thus, ** Returajag 8 2 
* when he begs for robe: fppr grace 
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t they have been here diſcovered, appears to me to over 
„ evitably be 
e many have. repreſented him; that be is not an utte 


. ** Gop of T/rael. But it is needleſs for me to enla 


my | For, 
* urged, it is too evident that thoſe who | 
_ ** praftiſe the balf- covenant or encourage baptized childre 
«« owning covenant, c. in the common way, haye wretch: 
* käly deviated and gone off from tle original deſign « 


36 } 


- 


* neſs ſor ſinners to. build their falſe hopes upon. - Hou 
Ne this Suk tell you, Sir, that ſo long as I have my 
© {enſes, by divine belp, I wilt oppoſe to the utmoſt of my 


« power, ſuch, notions, both reſpeQicz; doctiine and diſei- 
*c pline, and that however ſolemnly, paſſionately, or ſeri» 
**, ouſly they arg adyanced, or let the names or characters of 
. elf propagators be-what they , will. , Neither can Tis 
4 conſcience, encourage the nr verioxs of thoſe who 
& hold ; apd advance foch doQrives among, a people, the 
% charge of whoſe immort Intereſts. is committed to me, 
The dire# and unaver tendency of yopr opinions, a1 


* throw the grand; calviaiſſic doctrines of the goſpel, aud to 
t eftabliſh_the molt dsogerous tenets of the Im For, 
10 aur e any precaution you can uſe, they will ja⸗ 

ed to think there is ſomething in a graceleſ 
« ſigner that is pleaſipg 10 Goo ; that he is not quite fo bad 


_ i. a. a = — 


% enemy to Gob and Canter and the covenant, but ha 
, Gme good thing in him, at leaſt, towards the Lon 
'e on this 
« head at preſent. The mes godly amongſt” us plaioly | 
© theſe to be 2h copſegphact of n 2 plao 
+ abit ber ien dae For, wherever may | 

o in _ theſe day: 


an _ 


„* "ER nnn 


1512701 0% 2.3 J #48 431% est ah * | 
wicy* thought. that he had a'fpecial ſaving -intereft in Gop 

a this time ; (he was far from thinking fo) but what: hi 
% means is, that Gap ;was his Gop by covenant relation : 


1% He was early dedicated to Gop by circumciſion, and 


* therefore he begs of Gov, that the bleſſings of the cove 

* napt may be imparted to him. And, by the way, thi 
% may anfwer the argument that is brought from tho 
', * words ufed in our eavehant at this day, you awouch 7/ 
Load JrHovan al gur Gob ; a man may ſafely ſa 
it, though he has re eats that he is not con 
„ yerted. If a ſenſibly diſtteſſed ſinner may uſe this ex 
4 pfeſſion in prayer to Gop, he may as well do it upan an 
other occaſion, though he dare not ſoy or think he h. 

4 grace.“ 5 | 


wr 2 


— * * 
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« the Synod. Bat enough has been ſaid of this is publick;” {4 
„As to the poor plea of making Pagazs, ' Heithens, *&fc. of "4 
„our children, it appears to me it is as awicked sit is un- *EY 
. reafenable to call thoſe who have been born and breught 
„up under the goſpel,” and ill oy ordinances, calls, 
% means of grace, c. to call them, I fay, Pagans, 1 
« becauſe they are deſtitute of the outward badge, though 
« Srecions privilege I own, of diſcipleſhip, * that is, remain un- 
© baptized ! Is this the return of thanks we give to Gon for 
« the precious goſpel and means of /falvation, to call thoſe 
s that evjoy. them, if unbaptized, Pagans; Infidels, and Hea- 
« ;hens ? J have not ſo learned to ſpeak, I acknowledge, of the 
. gift and mercy of Gop to poor unworthy ſinners. 
« On the whole Sir, I truſt it is in vain for =" or any. | , 
*« one elſe to prererſd to urge the plan, or atteoipt to fuppot 
A ſcheme, which I am ſatisfied, never had the leut foundation 
« in ſcripture : For magna of werita) er privyalthir. Aud to 
have one Ttoreb teeny after another, I hm "perſuaded 
« will be of no ſiguif cancer. The Brechten cyes ſeem io 
« be more and more opened; and hot only thef's, but bitters 
« of the congregatisn too. 80 that I frijverely böpe and be- 
„ lieve all ſtruggles to keep alive 1 praftice* ynwarranted by 
the word of Gov- wilt be in vai, The more 1. think of 
« jt and canvaſe the arguments and methods taken to ſup- 
* port it, the more ſatisfied I am, that they can never pᷣnaſly 
<t grail to keep. it in exiſtence; I am always for pee u hen 
1 conſiſtept with parity and none ſhall ſttive.more tor it;; but 
« if repugnant to it, I would contehd” earneſtly for the nr, 
* though the conſequence ſhould be 4 diminution | of he 


. 


S 
— — 


+. 
_ 


2 = 
- 


- 
* — PR = , * 
2 — —— — — — — 
4 rol 2 | | | — i - 
"C0 4 » . 
A * 7 3 =, I? 
8 - 


« former. 


Wich proper reſpeQs, I am, your Friend, and Sexyant, 
"ASP NG 3 IINELS off $198 | 44 whe. Ro- 1. 2 


* 
- 
. 


uy « . S. When I mestzon io ihs abpye, , 4% mat godly 
© among us,” 23 being  grieved; at, the canduQ of 9 772 1 5 

off ©; 212 fo renugus for the bf comment, ns tis called 1 þ | 

% no means intend, or would be thought to Intimate ,tha 4. 


- 
- 
= 


of *© think cheſe of our brethren of your u are ngt tral), ele. 
Yn of e 8 2 ait 44 'H * "3 
x * Tf baptized perſons are 'dj/eiplet, then 1hey ought to have be 


n the privi the precious privilege of 'all-diſciples,” vi ; 
lf to have their children beptized un welt us thetaſelver; )-- - 


; taken up in reaſpp} as 1 t poitt,, 
or in he mer 6 ref] e 25 is Bn, „ Do 
ar in 


| wenport, 
é the hang. and what * hurch 80 ir the, 
matt &. And 1 ſcarce pert 17 , refer papa {ky it, 


— c——— — — 6up— —— 
* * 


— 122 
* 
1 


"nw © 


1 by, and I dope -and truſt zeal friends to Cater in 2 


I thiak, not in A ee in pajot. | 
4 75 there more particulatiy to; 1b 22 5 tots ſt us, 


*« whoſe circumſtances are ſuch as renders it, impoſſible, molt, 
« of 4hew, to be very gdive, ot vote, 2. an K affair. 
«I, e 0. avoid avy- e ol u | * 
N I-24 24134991 3 2. 1 & Lily 435. 
Kir 1 W. N 4 er r q 
92 e nn . F en j4, 
2 ns, 135 Alert F 45 
We rf NT Fee LES 1775. 
bn . ats 3 £3 117 10 


"WE: a not 115 OT into 2 pebei ae, Seay 15 


reſent, hurry of Hf , no I; 
2 Har MM. 2 =—_ e it d ae 


and ſurprize, and [A the 2 Wa read! ag, my coat E 
4 4b 


told me, that I cb no! the 
Von ,repreſgnt my. ae at, the 55 


meer popular barangue and appeal to A e L 
the 25 725 — fablance. of 7 have ks 

care n, 4d figd liccle of Gig nature n n, it. 15. 
cõnſills of eleve Paget and A ns ten of | thaly, eleven are, 


. 


1 


r. 7 15 


ec Henk. jhe cop eon 


be what | laid about our children's being excommunicated, 
and my gu oting Ja. Ixvi. 5. As to the latter, you may re- 
member that I addreſſed 'thioſe- baptized 'perſops only „bo 
were of geod converſation, not the profane -; and 7 85 I. 
had reſpect ape to Mr. Ichabed C- on? or 
two more, whom ＋ hb heard bu ond n. rates too the 
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taſions your kNerting that T was: fee i nn dender Bot itplicitly 
the cuifes in GD, Book vp thife who thought different 

ly from me, for I find nothing elſe that looks that way. 
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of excomapoicating. ze children the ch orehit od 1 


you with no ſuch thing 3 but — the dire . . 
of Pay RP. I, chen and now, and J believe;a 225 tall | 
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& tbe infant of ſuch at are members of the viſible church are to le 
« bapriztd.? You yourſelf mult neceſſarily ſee the force of 
this way of reaſoning, and would teadily own the conſequenet 
to be unavoidable, if bagtized perſons adult were "members 
of the church. But this you now deny, although you own* 
ed it in all our Church meetings formerly ;* and you muſt of 
neceſſity deny it, to be conſiſtent. - And in this you accom- - 
pany Mr. Davenport and a'few others forinerly, and Mr. Be- 
lamy and ſome' more in our day, though contrary to the ſen- 
timents of all charches and almoſt all Divises in all ages. 
Vou ſay, that you think the 'cauſe I maititained will ſuf 
ſer by my managzment of it: If fo, ſo much the better 
for you. You ſay, you mean not to attempt to rerrify or af. 
frighten me : I am not fo eaſily affrighred out of my du- 
ty. Vou ſay, that be moft experienced Chriffians among us 
are ou your fide; Anſ. I do not pretend to judge the 
heart'; but F apprehend you are pe? fre here. Aud id 
r compariſons, I think you are guilty of great unchäri- 
tableneſs and cenforiouſneſs ; and 1 mult in ſaithſulneſi tell 
_ you that I verily fear, you converſe 700 little with your flock to 
— ahy judgment who are the moſt godly and experien- 
Chtiſtiane, or who enjoy moſt of the preſerice of Gop and 
the ſweetneſs of religion, You ſay, that you do not think 
_ there are four women in the whole church with me. If this 
be true, which I queſtion, this ſhews” that you are more a 
Favourite with the. women than I am, but does not prove 
your point. And here I would obſerve, as far as my knowledge 
reaches, or 1 have information, that there are very few, if any, 


2 men or women, but would be eaſy and contented to have the 


tactice continued, if they were not afraid of grieving or 
long you. Yoo ſay, that it perfectiy accords with the pride 
of the unregenerate heart, to hear that baptiſm in infancyand 
9 evidences are ſufficient gound for chriſtian charity,” 
What Taſſert is, tbat negative evidences are ſo far ſafficienr, that 
iſa baptized perſons; of wham the church knows nothing amĩſe, 
ufd defire to own the covenant, or in other words, to take 
poſſeſſion of the tight given bim in bapiiſm, the ehurch could dot 
regularly deny him. Is this ſach à dangerous doctrine a5 you 
repteſent, and attended with ſuch dreadful conſequences * 
2 r a 1 46121. - You 
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here diſcovered, appears to me to-overthrow the 1 


ſpecial well to be told 


von add, * it ſuits graceleſs perſor 
that un avouch the Lotd / 
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daring Toon that he is not 


you to go to ſchool again, to learn better logick. | 
way, this text in Fer. confates your notion-of infant member- 
ſhip's not remaining at adult age. ö 
ext follows your thundering Azathems, authoritstively do- 
nounced againſt me, for advancing ſuch porn ſoul-dama- 
ing, deſtructive doQrines.,. ** I caonot conſcience, 3 
** encourage the inffradiom of thoſe who bold and advance 
% ſuch dodrines among a people, the- charge of whoſe: l 
„mortal intereſts is committed to me.” That is, in aer 
words, I forbid your preaching more ia 7 pulpit or 
pariſk. But why ſo ? It follows, “ The dite and un- 
% avoidable tendency of your | oginions, a» they hate, been 


« vini/lic doQtines of the goſpel, and. to eſtabliſh the w 
dangerous tepets of the Arminians;” - 80 thatiefeams' I 
am not only inclined to the Arminians, | but am beet t 

once one of the worſt fort of Arminians, without kiowing 
it, eſtabliſbiog their-moſt dangerous doctrines. And if 'fa, 
certaialy unworthy, not only.of minifer;al,. but of ht fits = 
communioos.” . Mr. Rebbing, I muſt tell you, I cord the 


charge ; 1 knowewhat is A-miniani/m as well as you do, Jad 

am as free from it as yourſelf. Add von, might wick ag nch 

propriety call me an Arian, = Muggletonian, yea, A Dei a an 
rminian. 3 | 
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body of divinity, calls the children of ſuch, Pagans 
Scripture inſtances may be adduced. Te on: every 


Sabbach make them =vor/e than Heathen, in ſaying, they fall 


have 'a more aggravated don. Ves, if I eme ie. 
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taſe improper, 
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r your, concluding. wigmphe, as-if cortaig of the vic 

tory, an thas your ſcheme will final ly prevail ; read 1 Kings, 
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Aden, &c. äs myſelf. Theſe things L :charkbs you 


with, and Hope, ** when you come calmly to vefle,' will en- 
I nrial ſhame,” and 8 © 
ts to [your injured”, Brethren. y «vary | 


before Go. Add not only ſo, but iodgce.you th make 

acknowledgmen | 

of which, I ſubſcribe myſelf youq real Friend, Ws faf"as 

will fuffer me to be ſo, and bumble Seivang, oo 
p. S. T-camor but think, that ow defgn* of your writing 


w the /acranient ; ſo that you have begun to purge. the 


'F am really ſuſpicious, that you had af reach in this 
Lener than barely to veot your reſentment. Mr. Rol bing, 
Jet me afk you ſeriouſty, Have yon not a mind 0 get away 
rom poor Plymouth , And have you not · ſome ſavourite pariſh 
iq view ?. 1 would not be ancharitable; but your ſeveral 


grovehing Letters 40 the Precinct Committes bout your: ſa- 


hey,” without juſt grounds; the open'-declargion- of your 
. ſome hints of the ſame nature from your Fathet ; 
vt re any method of accommodation 3. your mans 
ment at am Jon rarer en and eſperially this: laſt: 


which. affefs not me only, but above half the church and 
- ceygregation, 1 ſay, all theſe give grounds of ſuſpicion, 


thas there is ſomething of that nature ie view 3-1 
otherwiſe account for your condud, 1 i 909 
1 defire 10 know how it comes about thet fix. or Leven 
Lues of your FathePs Letter to me ate etaſed. It js not 
done with the ſame fort of ink that 
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and not let it go in that hideous dreſs in which it has een 
Saber repveſen ie. et 


Looking ofer your Letter more critically od <omparing 
pages, the charge of hyper? und dectit appeared? wp me 
than 


of 
moe glarmg and! groſs” ever. Is not this (the \whole 


Tope and run of your firſt page 7 * greflly end wittiogly 


arfrepreſes#t your ſentimenm, ſay you f I charge von with 
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«his Letter, and the g of it, was to ptevent my coming 
church already, as is indeed 2 plan. And 


your Pocher | uſed, but 
with ink exafly reſembling your Letter. Ateſuch proceed- 
ings fair or handſome? If you ſend any'account to Cotnredticaty 
I defire you would fend 4 fall copy oi ur aod my Letter, 
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gic- addreſſes delignetl ts prejugice people's minds, uvjuſtlx, 
agaluſt you avd your gpinions ; -y agent of you uaſair 
and anshriſtian ; I ſought $o-eproy myopoidt by metbogs. nat 
cos ent with u prichtne⁰ 4 my (diſcow'ſe, 2 rer popplar ba- 
aner and pra to man't u, defbiznte of {oripture ar e. 
Joy : 107 legion stete but /crraling 1; Iba miſſe⸗ af my 
evident deſign, win. M cafe, fly cadſe by aojſe in lead of ag 
gument ; men of but tolerable peoetration could ſee through 
my management ; I endeavoured to prepoſleſs the minds of 
the 2 by ways ill beebming n profaſfor af godlineſ ; 
1 — ſeriptus; I vteſed Gon's l the 
—— purpyſes of n party; you beheve 1 was: aware thet I was an 
the. 5 ſide, Sc.“ All which put: together. ;ympunty to 
this, that I mecrly” aged 4 part z that all was bet grit 
and facce ; that my diſcourſe was cal. T 
the audKory ;; that 1 eadeaygoured to make chem believe what 
I knew was. bot trhe f thet knowing) myſelf deſtiruts | of ate 
gument I ſubſtituted in their, room p exclamation Ec. 
to anſwer my purpaſes and gain m puing, la a word, dat 
I was a deſigning: finiſhed hypocrite, endes roùring, Lawyer 
| like 6 200 cher ty eraſt, which; Ike .I could got by /eriptarad 
arg and. found. reaſoning! 3 hut hat aſter all I was 


Fcuftrared.in. my evidert defign, ,- And in edditon to this, I 
note, chat while (in your PoB{cript) you ate expreſiag fume = 


fittle.charity.10 the miſled 4retbres of my ub. a4 you term it, 


you en preis none far me ; having befare given me up a1 a foul» 


deſtroying -Arminiay and u deceimer,  unkit everite preach; apy 
mor. Mr. : Rab hies, what; groſd vocharitableusts: is Fete 2 


z2ankeſt)Separare neuer exceeded you in _cendorionſneſs,, 34: 


range ,chat my/earngfhne/7 in; urging! what IT verily thoagbe 


to be an _inmare!: wath of CyrisT ihould, have ſuch a 


coũlituction put upao it by & proſeſſor of godiiaeſs,, | 
anight.wich a much propriety. apply | theſe epithets i; your. 


- fiery hesdſttong zeal and management. Nut 1 have not 0 
jennagd Ou tioryl hn ons mee eee 
I abſorremark; your. amazing. confidence a if infalhkbly oertai 
vou hadritruth on your ſide. St. Pautrhiietelt; with his in- 
fallible ſoirn, could not be mate” confident, How unbe- 
caming is ibis 2 > Whatovanity i 4.20 unſlud ed young 
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man, who has Slmoft the“ whale chriſtiap.weld gibt him, 
and near all the fir Fathers in NewsBngland ? Certainly 
more difßdenee and humility becomes you ; eſpecially fince 
you have 3 been obliged * * 3 for 
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This Lester was fiche J il 9, but wot eur. breaute Mt, | 
Robbins was. at Baba and he wot retornijny uni lter 
end of the week, I would nor: fetve! him (as: be dd ne © , 
ſend ĩt juſt before: the: Subba f ſo chat her had egen 
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. Robzixs“ $ Anſwer to the preceeding Letter. 
re T. run. 17 


94 . f 
hy 614. D Ne nor & 


Received your very ale ing, Pry wil, ad OM 
| Letter y eſter ray: morning, and noted the contents: m par. 
cc 2 5 to find it ſo free from an, eee berdh, 
* and 2 ſty le, which certainly muſt be an inſtance of 
| ** great candeſcention ip one of ſuch eminent eruditition and ſu- 
4 perior knowledge, when ſpeaking or writing to a ** raw,unfs- 
dies young man, and one ſo- 2 read e I thought 
it would have been ſuch aſſuming and arro c in me io pre. 
n ſume to write to you, Sir, A bot think” 1 ſhould have dared 
25 to have dohe it. But 1 muſt fay, I never knew before that i 1 
. < was a crinie, or would be look 120 upon ſuch preſumption in 
2 me to communicate my thought, ſreely to you, or wa e te. 
* marks upon your publick conduct and writings. ® What! 
« wrote to you contained my real thoughts of your LAST P 1ECE, 
1 thought verily it was my dot is write it ; I did it not i 
ve paſſion or anger, I conſidered, 1 aa he that had the, Charge 


of the ſouls of chis people dire to me, and whq mal 
6c + {re 8 an account of the various parts'of my miniſterial cos 
<«c 


1 conſidered the .things you advanced, as being df 
= dangetour tendericy to the ſouls of this people; and 7 Fill an 
of the ſane mis: I fully believe 125 tendency to be, vp 
« ſubvert ſome of the grand dodirines of the goſpel and of calvin: 
4 %, and te chablich ſome of the moſt dangerous tenets © 
« > Arminiani/e ; and t be re ſore mould be guilty of che greatet 
<< unfaithfulneſs to Gop ard them, if I 3 id not oppoſe _ 
And to oppoſe them behit d your back; without opening 
«4 mind freely to you, I and you might juflly loo * w- 
4 mean, baſe, and unchriſtian. "Theſe, thereforc, ste the -cooſ- 
40 derations, that moved me tt. to pou, Sir. 1 4 flew 
" 130 1080 3 gd, 1514 „rl EAN ** 


been ter of z lber thy years ; '{v chat my ther, 
ti ding f it was not a ſudden ' ebullirion” of paſſion, bot 
what I theught neceſſary : For, if men will bring thei 
9 with them into the pulpit, eſpecially in prayer, 
24 muſt expect to hear diſagreeable truths, 

Reblins told one 'of the Brethren, that in the firſt p 

8 Letter he followed the example of Nel, wig, 1 

his treatment of Bas Prophets. 


* (cienciouſly and I thiok oprizhily. « 11 aithfood you, ash 
„J think, you was to be blamed :“ F think fo fill. Ant 


„ ſhoyld look: upon wyſelf as u por /alder indeed in, the mi- 
„ aiſterial — * if I was afpajd to oppoſe and * 
« meerly becauſe it came from one /uppricr. fn. age; Ns 10 che 
+ grand. point in diſpute, I am. ſure J. have 22 cauſe 
« to alter my opinion, from your Jait:Lenter.. 4 
* truQion you pat upon many parts of my . — yaur 
« mi/quotations, which are many, I would ogly - y wat 
„it is very far from. my meanin intentiti + however, 
* you chooſe to conſtrue and 1 fo, [ cannot help- 
7 4 As to —— inconfiflencies — your * thou — — 
« glazing, it might give; you ſoms gau and u 
« to have. them pointed out, and thereſore I. Forbean, | | As te the 
* Brethren. being involved in the ſame om, as you, call it, and 
" that they univer/ally conſented to your devine in this matter, 
« the contrary is. ſo notorious to. almaſt the, whole tows, that 
* even you. yourſelf, Sir, if but moderktely converſant with 
the people, cann2t think it worth white for me to mike n“ 
* teply to it. . As to che ungenerous, a8: well as unjuſt affer- 
10 * 2 my 2 nl 2 — thin ls you; ** 
« whoever elſe may have ou with: atelligeace, 
have taken pains ta be better formed,” * before you 
*« it. I choole to ſay nothing here of ingratitude _ your = 
„Sir. As to my having a miad ta leave poor Plymouth, «4 
« as you call it, I chooſe to ſay na more about it, after you and 
ie the church and others have heard me declare, that ſuch ſuſpi- 
«« cions are without the leaſt foundation in truth. "As to my 
« deſigning to Raney your coming to e 11 an ho 
* ſuch thought my heart, Ag to the 272 


upon me in your. Jen e ax ſe HR 102055 

* ledge that I am too "yaw and De ia y to mike 
'* any yy anſwer to rhem,nor wg return railing for 
n. 


a <4 5 
Fm; 


© What he meant by dis I know nat * y aſfertion is as - 
true, ay that thete ib ſuch 1 Wat as N. . K ; hor Wie 

is agreeable to bis dust policy. He had a mind 16'deiath | 
me from my Brethren,aad make wem belle e chat thy eee 
no way concerned; that they might leave me” alone, or al- 
moſt alooe, to be worried by bim at his plesſure. All his 
endeavours of late u to-ceater in * Foy . 
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[L. 30h J. 


„ee, Leng Letter /whlcwarwiorbpet 
1b, and — is a# fulIdftheTpiticof iheLlettet as any 
| Where part ; all F fay is, H ihinxye might go t the houſe of 
+ God with > deter tam per of mind than to Carp ad Rid Fault, 
<ig{pecidily in out joint foleme addreſſes to Eiraven.” Ant Fd 
22 wonder yon layed m th el af amen if yon fen 
«reaper Heng thet y did at chi nie. As to** car 2 
erer Oo I have tenſe eweogt to be sſhsmecf 587, 
* Gov for my great barreniteſs; vrifenchifolneſs vd uprof ü- 
© bleneſs £ Bet as to , I think my people Raye oo ju 
© cauſe to fiod. fault; when I have dene my nf to difcharge 
2 my duty in that regard; As t ſevere? artie ev uf charge 
L rel in de lad pege of yer tin Berber, if what hr: 
aid above is dt & fuß ejent ac fuer te chem, Þ em 
«% 19 h a port i y duty, Sir to Ae further wp to oe: 
jj! you diese, 4 ſpinli forme hat Siferese from that 
*« whichrurs through great pars of your Letter; For thovgh [ 
2 leis tham the ſeuſt of GD Servants, and far infertor in 
22 knowledge, and grace ; yet you-ovght to confider, that 
vidtace h placed we in ſome reſpects ia a furion about 
© 964, an d'Auc h n R WIR as [ 
% thaough the providence of 'Go 6, your” Paffor, ii wellai 
br cÞs 194 0190, "20 Friend ene Humble Servant, 
2339 160y do SLICK OG "Lk e. Rowntne”, | 


| 2 
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t. 1 5 Rene "ber kita bee 
N. forbear wee.z Lake a f langle 8 _——— 
700 Par tyſmg, u hen be (et as. Moderato, as; my e- 
Sad ce was. 10 readir g.; e at-(befoprning of. 
ue 14 e meeting. 18" Jane, Aer the wild bogr al pf 
the wil ratſt might, 0 bs fofers 10 gur and: arten abe 
Kl. is declzration at the ſame me?ting, vpoh reading , 
my laſt Piece, thar I darkned counſel iu acerds without 
9 6 ate giving: we he ye 44 mne ſame die ! hi- 
: it this. ane of ulempb; in Jug. after 
had, committed che power inte his hen (which 
Pt ): from {/a.- liv. 1.17. In webu be. hewed 
| how the. — — ide church ſought ite deſlt uA. wit. 
by. romotisg falſe proſeſon ; by prejudic ing petiple's 
minds egaigſt their Migiſters by owing diſcbtd among d. 
mien, ty mogrifiing the ir fm ites of the £ed!y £77, = 
* hie 
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1. r adiguhi into & paper 
But 1 - myſt tell you, "that vou have” riot 
"You cannot anſwer it : You date not 
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difference 2 Before this, 
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tiſm ; and might have done To till, if he had mang 
controverſy with argument joflead of abuſe; And ,w 
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gave him ſufficient ground for gon 


change l. by the precetding , Eſſay 
conſideration. © 
24, What cou] 
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4 be 1 2H real motive, 4 
his firſt Letter? His excuſe 1s, that he had not ti 
ww jo 1 8 


ſwer my Piece at the church-meetipg, it 


rendered it neceſ 


which his eee Gol to- be levelleq ebe, hole ths. h 


ry. for him to Site. . 
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ing a line or two, than in marrying people, o or 10 242 


an- 
ich 


»hy did he got argue the point e Bape md. en Ke 


were differently minded from him. To which we 


add, his g pheaſe in common convorſation, boch 


e 


_ and heretofore, when ſpeaking of thoſe: who. will or wil _ 
not humour bim in all bis notions; #* Myyfrieads ani my r. 
mies,“ Wc. Sc. Theſe thingy 1 mentiod, bat ſo much o 


expoſe him as to * the li 
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III. 
refute me, and not write like a Momus Or did he think it too 
reat a condeſcenſion ſer one in 4 ation ſo far above me," 
for one of hi ſuperior penetration and ſagacity to deign to 
2 the point with ſuch a mean Antagoviſt ? Why, in this 
caſe, a filent contempt would have been the moſt proper an- 
ſwer. Or did he write meerly to vent his indignation ? 
He tells us,“ he wrote not io a paſſion.” Or did be do it 
perpoſely 10 pick a.quarrel with me 7. This ſurely could not 
the caſe with a man of Mr. Robbins's conſummate meek- 
neſs, a grace that he has ſa much recommended of late; 
or was it done to chaſtize me far my preſumption ia daring to 
oppoſe a man of his conſequence ? This, I dare fay, be will 
not own, Or did he write toterrify me from any further op- 
poſition ? He ſays, in his Leiter, he meant not to attempt 
<< to terrify or affrighten me.” Or did he think jt beſt 
finiſh the controverſy with a butcher-ſtroke to knock me down 
at one blow, (to uſe a vulgar phraſe 7) Theſe things I muſt 
leave. The real motive of this eogduct is beyond my pene- 
tration: It fills me with ſurprize-every time I think of it, 
As to the. ſecond Letter, the deſign of it js not ſo myſter tous; 
It is appareatly t0 let me know the Tuparlative contempt he 
had for me. There is certainly r Letter that 
tends to adminitter conviction, if I had been ever fo wrong ; 
nothing but a torrent of abuſe, a rumbling ſound of hatd 
words ; an overflow. of gall and bitterneſs. If I had wrote 
ſuch. Letters to Mr. Robbins, I ſhould haye been afraid to 


walk. the ſtreets, This leads me to aſk, 
d. Which has wrilten with the greateſt 2 Mr. 
Robbins ſays, ** [ have wronged him 3n my Letter thirty time 
„ more than he has me in beth bis.” Here it muſt be remem- 
bered, that he began the quarrel, and if, by his refleQions and 
abuſes, I have been provoked to ſpeak. ſometimes too harſhly, 
he may thank himſelf for it, by giving ſuch needleſs provoces 
tion. But how do the reflections on each fide appear upon the 
compariſon ? Why, if what he ſays of me be true, | am cer- 
' tainly a grand 4nave; and a dangerous beretich, wholly unfit to 
infiru? or preach any more. Bot in what light have I repre- 
ſented him ? Why, the whole amounts to uo more than this, 
chat he has partly forgot his ſchool, logic ; that he is no great 
Divine; chat be is not ſo mach converſant in biſtory as ſome 
' ſcholars are; that he does not wife his pedp le enough to ger 
a rn * TIP. & 


” 
1 


teen 


> 
— 


"Tat 


who are the moff experiences Chriſtians ; chat there are ma- 
ny points of xr Mo. that ha has never fully and particularly 
handled ; that he hath ſpoke flightingly of relatians,,, not of 
experientes, as he is pleaſed to iurn it, which I never ag- 
cuſed him of 3 that his diſcoutſe way a. rhap/adys De. If 
theſe things be true, where is the ſault ef telling him of them 
in the mazxey I have brought them in f. which I deſie may 
be noticed. If any of i the-particulary) be magnified. beyond 
bounds, or the expreflions too ſttong, id the injury done him 


a thouſandth part ſo great as the injury to me? The differ. 


ence, I apprehend, is av great, as between the ſcratch of a pin 
and a ſlab through, the vitals. - Surely, if any one, that was 
an utter ſtranger to us both, ſhould read his Leiters, and 
know no more of me than what is centziged in them, he 
would think me a vile wretch indeed. And if they do me no 
hart where I am known, no thanks tohiw 
4th. What ſatis faction is proper in this caſe ; and whe-- - 
ther the ſatisſaction offered be ſufficient ? At Mr. Robbins has 
brought particular charges againſt me, I think the ſatis ſactĩon 
onght to be particular, and that a general acknowledgment, or 
amneſty, is not ſufficient to anſwer the goſpel rule, Hr. Bur 
what ſatis faction has been offered ? Mr. Robbins offered this 
in general, upon our meeting with ſome Brethren, refuſing fo 
much as to talk of particulars, viz. © You think I have injured 
you, and I think you have injured me thirty times more by 
your Letter: Let us make mutual conceflions to each other; 
let us bory the hatchet, and forget and forgive, and for the 
ſoture live in love and peace.” Here is no acknowledgment 
either general or particular; but only a bare propoſal to let 
the matter drop, without ſaying<any more about it ; or in 
other words, to make ſomething of a ballance, and leave off on 
equal terms, with intimations at the ſame time, that be thought 
it a condeſcention in himeto come down fo low. This was the 
caſe ; and yet I underſtand I am much blamed by many for 
nut making up on theſe terms, and repreſented as unforgiving 
implacable, Sc. Even the pulpit has not been free iam - 
ſure. If I had accepted this, it would have been an implici 
conceſſion.” 1ſt, That I was wrong in ever maniſeſting any, 
diſſatis faction at all. 24. That the charges 'agaioſt me were 
well grounded and juſt. 3d. That I acquieſced in the doom 
ke had pronounced upon me, as unfit to ier, &c. And 4th. 


That 


1&1 

That 1 had really wronged him, and that in the degree he men- 
tioned, or at leaſt in equal degrees, when I was; not conſcious 
I had wronged him at all. In ſhort, the terms offered' appeac- 
ed to me à ſurther inſult, rather than any thing that looked 
like acknowledgment. If he thought praper to inüſt upon a 
— m up, 5 leſs — 2 on than that his 
letters were rab, hay, aud iyrvatded, he Was art that 
ever he wrote them ; Or ſomething. of the like tenor; but n6t 
ſo much as this, could be obtained. | {546 1549 
ButIamwedry with remarkiog,2nd. would give myſelſ and the 
Reader ſome relief,by proceeding to the next E; in which, 
if I have treated him with greater ſeverity, in publick, thay be. 
fore, I truſt I have not exceeded chriſtian. bou nds. ; if I have, 
which I am not at preſent conſcious of, I deſue to ſlaud 
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ia a gracious manner,  - 


ly contrary to ſctipture. That childrens member 
| ſame nature, as ſull and complegt and as laſtiag as that of pigs 
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hae Bapti fa be warran 
The ABrmative further urged ; Futte'30, 17 7 2 


I. I fhall endeavour to remoye ſome of tbe mouptaius that 
have been laid in the way, or in other words, to folve.fome dif- 


: ficoltizs.chat-baveiben newly. alledged agaiaſt this practice. 


rſt, Jt is ſaid, chat the baptiſm of children, and of adult. per- 


ſans is of quite s different nature ; perſons: baptined when 2- 
dult are - indeed compleat members, and have. a right w all 
church privileges by virtue of their baptiſm; but it i: got. ſo 
with reſpect to baptized iafagts; their 1elation to the church. at 


fir ſt is but incompleat and partial, and meerly 2 * all the 


end. and. intent of it, is 20: lay them under. band be the gnn's 


when they grow up but they 3 70 the lea prixiloge 


by virtoe of cheir baptiſm s and . when they come years of 


underſtanding. their relation to the church, or this incampleat 


- memberſhip, if ic may be ſo called, wholly. ceaſes, let hem be. 
ever ſo ſerious and regulat in their lives, unleſs they: make | it 


their own act by taking the covenant perſonally upon es 


Ein poſition 1 Jook-upon as abſurd and jel nj du de | 


baptized at adult age, and that they can forfeit it no ** 
but by bad principles or vicious lives, may be pt 
following arguments. 

iſt. From the natur- of baptiſm, which is, according. to, Fr 
vines, the door of entrance into the church. And if it 48. 
door of entrance, then certainly all baptized perſons 'whather 
admitted in 2 or adult. age are 1 and there can - 


n 


following p ove may further illuſtrate this 15215 | 
1K, * ſays, Gal. iii. 25. Ai nam heave been baptized 


110. 


into CAST, have put on CHRIST; that is, have put on the pro- , 
ſeſſion of his religion ; they are become members of his church; 

they ure in viſible covenant relation to him: Let them be child- 

ren or grown perſons, their flanding in the church is the ſame. 

This place ſeems exactly parallel with that, 1. Cor. xii, 13. He 

are all baptized into one boy ; wwe are all, whether infants or a- 


- dult, received into the + of the church; we are equally 
become parts of this Bedy, which is but n. | 
Again, the Apoſtle tells us, Epb-iv. 5. There is but aneLonp, 

one Faith, one baptiſm, But eccording to this new notion, there 

are 72v0 bapti/ns ſpecifically diſtin ; the one only lays perſons 
under bonds, but the otherentitles them to all privileges; which 
is certainly abſurd. This new doctrine, if true, would infer 
the neceſſity of rebaptization. Accordingly, Dr. Inc. Mather 
obſerves; that rebaptization is the neceſſary conſequence of it: 
% Fot it ſeems,” ſays he, ** according to this plan the covehant | 
«which the child was in when an "infant is become a meer nul- | 
iy; ſo that now 'being adult, he muſt not renew his cove- | 

* nant but enter into à new and other kind of covenant, 
« which he was never in before :* Now it is neceſſary, that f 

when a man doth enter into covenant, he ſhould be initiated l 

"A by baptiſm; There was lately a ſet in the world, as Mr. 

\ % Haxter tells us, who upon this very ground, although they | 
4% did acknowledge baptiſm of infants! as lawfal, yet did te- 
a 
e 
( 
t 


„ baptize themſelves when adult.” Thus Dr. Mather: ; ſub- 
jet of baptiſm, p. G. * 
2d. We may argue this point ſurther from the natum of the 
coverant. This includes the children-equally with the pa- 
rents ; their (viſible covenant relation is the ſame. | Accord- 
'In y the © Apoſtle ſays; Rom. xi. 17. If rhe root be boly, fo are 1 
the branchen. That is, according to all dur Divices that ate for 7 
"Infant baptiſm, if ihe parents, Who are the root, be federally 
Boh, that is, in covenant with Gon, ſo are the children, which te 
are the brarches, ecqually ſo : The telative holineſs of the one et 
and the other, are of the ſame nature and extent, and not ſpe- 
_ cifically diſtiact: They are equally church members. If it is ih 
"ſaid, tkat by the #olizeſs of the roo is meant real holineſs ; 1 
con ſequentiy the holideſs of the tobt and of the branches is of P 
2 diſſerent nature. I anſwer, this cannot be the meaning; for 
it is ſuch u holineſs is ſpoken of as my te loſt; it may be broken 
off by unbelref, as the context ſhews : From whence it is evident, 
that coyenant holiceſs or vifible memberſhip is what 18 n—_ 
: 2 au 
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, and not real holineſs, | To the ſame pogo the Apoſtle ſays, - 6 

1 Cor. vii. 14. Ele wvere your childrf#n. unclean, but now are they as \ 
hely. That is, are in covenant with Gov ; they are members {1 
ot the church as. well as their patents: There is no difference | 
between the viſible relation of the one aud the other- To the | 
like effect is that declaration, Ad ji. 39. | The promiſe is unto 
you and to your children. Infant baptiſm is ſtrongly argued by , 
all our Divines from.this text ; and-if the argument 1s good, ie FS 
proves iofant's viſible memberſhip to be equal to that of their a 
patents: They ate both alike intereſted in the promiſe, ſo far. 7 48 
2s to have a ſtanding in Gos's church. And we read Gen. 4 
XVii 13. That the covenant of | circumcifign, was given far a | 
everlaſting covenant ; ſo that children do not grow-cut of it by 
their becoming adult. e 

3d. We may argue the point from the claims of this cove- — 
nant relation as ſtill. ſubfiliog,. made by ſeveral particular per- 
ſons after they arrived at adult age. How ftequent is this plea | 
in theO!d. Teftameat, thou, art the GOD of myFathers Import- = 
ing their preſent covenant relation to Gop.throogh their pa- 3 
rents means; otherwiſe there would be no force in the plea 3 44 
For what benefit would it be if he were only the Father's Gon, 
aud not the childrens too, by virtue of the covenant #:Dawd 
pleads; P/al. cxvi. 16. J am thy Servant the. ſen of thy Hand-maid. 
He was far from thinking that his covexant relation to Gop by 
virtue of his circumcifion ceaſed, when he became. capable of. 
ating for himſelf ; he flill holds it to be in 38 ſull force as, 
ever's Jan the Son of thy Hand- maid. 1 was Sul given to 
God in circumciſion ; chat relation or membetſbip, fill con - 
tinues ; and upon this greund I beg for covenant. 1 5 
Diſtreſſed - Ephraim uſes the ſame plea ; Jer, XMxi. 18. T 
rhou me, &c. for thou art the LoD my GOD. He does not call | 
GoD hi: God, becauſe he thought he had. a ſpecial ſaving in- 14 
teteſt in God at this time ; for he verily thought hiniſelf un- | 
conve ted; but pleads his covenant relation to-Gop by vi- 
tue af citcumeiſion, as, an argument. for ſpecial grace which 
ſhews that that relation ill ſubſiſted when he was grown. up. } 
The pious Mr. Vincent, in his Treatiſe of Copyerfion, 10ter- j 
prets the text thus. Says he, Under. the Old Teſtameo 13 
every. Jyaclite that in inſancy had been cireumeſſed in ts | 
*« fe, might go unto Gos for converting grace, for a circum-" ,, +1 
** c;/ed heart ; and go to him as unto a Gov, who had 7 
*© @ covenant to him. Ephraim ..upon this . the 
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Lok b, his Gop, when he cries to him to be turned, r. 
 *6'xxxX1. 18. Turn thou we, and IF hall be turned ; for thou art | 
«;þe'LokD y Gov ; Ad if he ſhould ſay, 'Lonn't I hair 
«Ben cirtumtiſen and delicuted untò thie, and laid winder an obli- 

„ pation 1 d thint'; Ob cirtumtife uni turn my heart, that I may 
e thine indeed, Do the childfen of believers under the 

% goſpel want ſuch an help to converſion as the Jewiſh chil- 
„% drei under the law had? Did Cunisr come to turn in- 
*« fants out of covenant, who were once taken in; and to Tef-" 
„ ſen the ſaints privileges, inflead of enlerging and augment- 
«inp them! No, no; be that hath been baptized and re- 
« cerved'rhis ſeal of the New Teſtament, may with eopfidence 
4 addrefs ur to Gop, and ſey; -Loxn*'!-7 bat bren baptized \ 
« a water ; Oh ſprinkle me with the blood e, Jevvs ; b, · 
% fix me with his Spirit; awaſb me thoroughly front my iniquity. ; 
* cleanſe and turn my heart to tbte, and mate me faitlful and ſled. 
« faff in thy covenant.” * Thus Mr: Vincent, p. 79. And the” 

þ great Mr. Williams formerly of Haffietd, imerpretsthis text\ia 

| Jer. in the ſame manner in hiv Sefmon on Infant Bäptiſm, p. 

19, 25. And F believe it is the ſenſe that Divines generally 

pat upon ii.“. 36 ©5449 136 bt 4, 462 l 
Ath. We may argue this point from many other divine de- 

clarations. The kingt:m e, Gon hall be talen from you, ſays 

CunrsT; and given to à nation ' bringing forth the fruiti thertof. 

Matt. xxi. 43. That is, they ihould be-deprived cf their co- 

| venant relation to Gop by virtue of ci1cumciſton; they ſhovid 

_l be cut off from theit memberſhip in the viſible churth, which " 

I 3s here called rhe kingdom of God, avd the” Gtntites (houtd*be/ 
admitted in their "ſtead, Fo the ſame purpoſe is Rom, xi. 
'The GE declires at large how the Jcaus were broten- 

«Off. "Phat is, unchurched, and the Gentiles graßed in their 

160m; to partate of the root and futneſi of the olfve-trte. Their | 
viſible relation to. God by means of circamcifion was at an 
Ee, "4 Af ES e Dead. 

The Reaſon why J enlarge on this text js, that it being 


— . 
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28 ung. e 7 . 1 FT th 
mentioned by me in my fe Piece, the ſenſe 1 put on it was * 
denieg, which rendered ſuch enlargement neceſfery. Ii is 

omitted there, to avoid needleſs repetitions. I-would ob- 4 


' "ſerve further here, how incongruons the new ſerſe put on 
the text is; according to that it muſt run thus, Tin hou 
me, for I am ſurned already ; give me faith, for I am now in 

"the exerciſe of faith ; become my' Gov, for thou art mJ Goput 

"thirproent.. Which conſteuRtion let him receive who will. 
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„ 
end. And intumerable declarations of the like nature are to 
de wund in the Old Teſtament. That tex; is remarkable, 
Jer. iii. 14. Tarn, O backfliding chilunm, Jaltf f Lon © 7 fot 
J an married to yoit: ® That this is ſpoketi: 6Fimegentrater i 
abundantly evident from the content 3 and vet On calls teen 
children; that "is, children of the 'covetiant;) Within the paſs 
of the church 3 and the expreſſion,” 7 am murr¹ 1e da, iv fil \ 
more flrong ;' He does not ay; T wilt be haFtict to you if Yeu 
turn ; but, Fam maryit4 td you; to denotè their preſent cove- 
nant relation to Gov. bey Had net Toff-thejr member- 
ſhip received in citcomtiſſon, e . vile de- 
generaeies; and this he urges as one of che f rigeſt molle es 
to repentance and converſiob,” Gov was willing ta receive 
them, notwithſfandinj their repeated adulteries and breaches 
of wedlock"; hg yr Baws'ftaytd rhe Baylor with may lowers, 
Jet refarh unto me, ſaith the” Lon p, ver. 1. Again, h often 
does Gov call the Tae! bir people, from dne generation'to 
ar6ther, even in the time of the greateſt 'degeneracy ; and 
this upon account of their viſible "covenant relation to die, | 
or beibdg menibers'of his Chutch by virtue of cirepmelfon- 
And this relation continued anti Gop gate them” a bilf 
of divorce at che Aris rand” Harb captivities, when he 
pronounced d wpon them. © Ttiat is, e Podld be na bo 
ger | his people nof he tHelr Gov. Fe,. i. 9, and J, ili. 9. An 
the ſume doom was pronounced upon 4 e „ ſometinſe after - 
Cusisr'i death, by the Apoſtles, when they were 'wholly uns 
chufched and deprived of thelr viſibtecovenditt telitiba” or 
memberſhip, Rohr. xi. andtelſewhere. All this ſerves tö Heth, 
that memberſhip received in Infancy by Grcuncifion.ar bay 
tiſm ever ceaſes but continues in agile age, unit 74 I. 
particular perſdn be regularly cut off of taft ht by fort” im- 


medlate act of God, or by the M of the chbreit in UT ene. a 
eee, 

We may alſo prove, E s Aer . 
they arrived to ſuch years, as to be capie of minifterial fene, 


een 
„ bee, eee x 
We ,were ig effect told the Sabbath . aſtes nis Piecy v _ 
delirereg even, in,publick Frayer, ard. ſince that i a; Ser- * 
mon, that this text was addseſſed to bachſlidieg believers. _ - 
But this could not be; the-addreſs was madend the whole 1 
People of L/zae!, and they were almoſt univerglliy corrupt aꝶr? lf 
this time: Read not only the context, but Jer. v. I. and BY |, 
ix. 2. and indeed the whole propheey, 5 1 


160 1 


Foed my lunlu, ſays Canis to Peter. They who are given to · me 
in circumcifion ot baptiſm, are my /ambs ;\ they have my mark 
upon them; I own them ſtill as part of my flock ; 2 
have not loſt their memberſhip, now they begin to be capa 

of 7 for themſel ves: Therefore feed them as belonging to 
"my fold ; feed them as well.as the more adult fen ; t 

are all equally members. And Peter tells the numerous 
congregation io which he preached, 4d. ni. 25.. 74 are 


the children of the-cournaut , which God made with our Fathers. 
He here plainly, fuppoſes their covenast relation received in 
infancy, ſtill to cemgin ;z and urges it, as a.motive 10 repentance, 
And we may obſerve, that the terms circumciſed and ancircum- 
ciſid are uſed through all the Old Teſtament, to diſtioguiſh 
thoſe who are of the viſible church and who not ; which Nals 
ly denotes, that infants memberſhip ever remains in adult age, 
_ hnleſs perſons are regularly cut off for their wickedoefa oy ſon e 
judicia 9 of Gov or the rh, 4 is which caſe their cir- 
cumci N | co uncircumciſian, at it, tl y ceaſe to be me ber 9. 
Rare the city of Teraſalim is called the holy city, at the time 
of Cuxis 's death, upon the account of tlus federal bolineſs, 
or their being in covenant. with Gon by circumciſion, when 
there was ſcarce-a real holy perſon in it. » Xxvii. 5 3. 
th. This doctrine is attended with great inconveniencies,. 
20 ſeveral; groſs conſequences. reſult tom it, which are nor to 
be admitted. 1ft, It puts baptized and unbaptized perſons 


SD all upon a par or level: They ſeem to be exactly in the ſame 


Gtuation, if the former are grown out of the church, and all 
relation ceaſes, at adult age; we may well theo object as thoſe 
did of , old ; Nom. iii. 1. What advantage. then hath the Jew # 
Or what profit js there of circumcifion ?. The anſwer according 
to this. \cbheme. mull be, the advantage or profit is none at all : 
Rut the Apoſtle was of anather mind; he anſwers Rom. v. ji, 
T he profit is much every way, For to them pertaineth the adoption, 
and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the lat and 


265 ferviee of God, and the promiſes, ſays he ia another place 


Rom. ix. 4. And indeed it has been always eſteemed a great 
rivilege by the people of Gon for themſelves and theirs to 
under the covenant. And Mr. Robbie himſelf calls the 
baptiſm of infants ax #nefimeble (privilege; which cannot be 
true, if they are entitled to-no privilege at all by virtue of their 


baptiſm, This leads me to obſerve, zd. This duArine tends 


to adden the hearts of godly parents. It i: a comfortableconfide- 
ration to them, whether living or dying,that their children or reta- 
A 1 | 4. tives 
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tives are undet the wing of the covenant,” although not as: vet 
converted 3 they hope covenant mercy will reach them ia due 
t me; they look upon this as 'a weighty ples with.Gov in - 
prayer, and accordingly uſe it; 2 David did for-his (fon y- 
lemos. 1 Chrov. xxix, 19. Aud all theirhopes'of good ſor 
their unregrverate cffepring, when they lye a dying. is dottom- 
ed upon this foundition. © As a precicus man,” when Tying, 
« called his chi!dien about him ſaid, children, I bebe $0? 


" ro lia you, but a Gon, and a grations covenatit, did that's; 


* encugh ver yen: And ſhall we deſh all theſe hopes and. 
plens* at pnce by telling them, that their children Gave wo Safe - 

in the Lord 3 that they have no more right t hie Toveriant, - 
than the worſt Jadiax or Heatlen in the land; Who are within 
the ſound of the goſpel ? Gop forbid, 7 3d. This doQrine in 
effect condemny the practice of GoÞ's people in thei# proyers 
for teſormation. How frequent is this - plea in ſcripture, and 
that in the worſt times of degeneracy, Lok p, u art thy pro- 
ple; we are called by thy name; c. 'Fhe metning' is, we ate 
thy people in viſible covenant ; we were devoted to thee in 
circumcifion ; this relation fill cominues'at adult age; there- 
fore give this people the grace of the covensnt.* But how vain | 
and fatite does this place appear to be, iſ inſaat memberſhip be 
wholly Toft, when perſons beceme capable of acting for them- 
ſelves, or of perſonal covenanting. 4th.” This doctrine in ef- 

fect makes infant ' baptiſm a meer nullity;; or at el. 
reinen min tin enn dt 35 POS 7 
* The pious Mr. David Jennings, in his Sermon ot, this text, 
ſays, & David's argument here is, [give nb Solomen, Mer 
„ Son. His being David Son was not only the reaſon cthac 
David was ſo much concerned for him, and ſo defirous 
« that Gop would bleſs him, and make _ 3 but I 
© conceive that he mentions it as an argument whi pleads 
« with Gov in behalf of Solomen : He is my Son. A David 
1 hd laid hold of Gop's covenant for himſelf ;- ſ here he 
< pleads it for his Sn too. Solomon bed been conſecruted to 
Goo in the ordinance of circumciſion”; thereby he was 

<< received {to the viſible eburch, and Gop's mark was Tec 
% upon bim. This might very well «ford David an en-. 
 ** coa:aging argument to plead in prayer, Len b, 1 bave 
given up this my Son Unto thee- 3 I bare done it by thine 
<«« own appointment. and command ; I have (olemply con- 
ſeorated him to thy ſervice';-behold thy-merk is upon him 
Loa p, caſt him not off atterly, own him ſor thy Son, aud 
make him thihe forever. Lond; give him aperfee hen. 
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lictle-inGgoifcant rite, which may near as well be let a lane, 1 
done. Agiceable whereto it was ſaid at laſt church-meet 
What fen i, it to have an infant /#rinkled-with 4 loch ee 
An expeiſion that made me ſhud der. qa te ho +2 2 n 3 
My Brethern, I beg to. know what infants are baptized for, 
if they are not made members of Gop's church ? To what 
end this ordioance-?, Of what becetit and advantage? And 
are not the Baptife right in laying it afigde ? If you ſay, it is 40 
lay them under ranger bongs to, be the Loup when they 
gtow up. Pray, what, ſcripture; have you to prave, that. this 
ds the a en of baptiſm 2? If the greater arguments from the con- 
ſideration of Gop's' being our Creator, Pceſerver, Governgr, 
und Redeemer, willi bet prevail, how. litile can be expected 
from this? I mult.profeſs,that, if I thought theſe S were 
that was imported in in ſantis baptiſm, and that there was 60 
;cooſideration to be bad of the privileges accompanying the ra- 
lation, and of the expectation we may rationally have of Gon! 
bleſſing attending his on inſtitution, I ſhould not think thoſe 
much to blame who wholly rejected e e lam 
ſure | thoſe. Who ate for the new doctrine would make but a 
2E. figure in encountering the Avabapri/ts, if ever they ſhould 
be called to engage in that cootroveiſy ; and they muſt cer- 
-rainly Jay - afide ſome of their pfeſent favourite opinions, gr 
they. could ne ret expect any. ſucceſs. in their-oppolition, _ 
I. conclude. this head with a, quotation. or 4wd::. The pious 
. Preſident Wadſworth, after explaining ſome ſcriptures, con- 
cludes thus ; 4hefe things plaioly ew, that children of the 
„ covenant do not ceaſe ta be in Gop's covenant geri by 
« their growing up from an infant to an adult flats; as Tome. are 
apt to imagipe. No indeed; Gop qvill be e t mindful of 
% bis che, ; 'He hat commanged bis covenant. fort uer. P/al. 
ni. 5, 9. J /avare;unto thee, and, entered inte coptuant nuith 
% thee, | /aith the Lord Gop, and thou became, ming. Tæel. 
„ xyi. 48. Thoſe in God's covenant are 4 ; he will not alie- 
gate his right io them, and none elfe have authority ta do 


it, * Again, he ſays, theſe, children apentia mipority, 
% When grown up, continue ia Gop's covenant, vilible 
% members of his viſible-.church, . uoleſs juitly excommuni- 
.45. cat:d for heis wickedaeſ. I od 1 
. | What the ſentiments of Our Fathers were relating to this 
point will, appear from the New- Englaud Mymorigy where. Se- 
ctetary Morton cites the following words from Goyernor * 
12 1 : G17 Ce, TM e * » * fords 
* Bonds of Baptiſm, p. 27, 28. + Treatiſe of Baptiſm, p. 38, 


«+ deſt Son, being about fifteen years. o 


% ſare the hare, 


ig the covenant of the Gon ol 
4: unto the Lord's ſupper. It being then profelſedly 


Syncd, and a few ConneAicut Miniſters, &c. in our, 47 


1 6% 1 


ford's- manuſcript Hiltry « In 1629, he NN | 


«© Salem Wing ſerioufl rf tudjous of reformation, they conſt 

* dered of the ſtate of their . together 1 yh 

40 n 3 concernjbg which, Letters did 1 67 2 5 27 
inſes and Mr, Brewfer, the reverend Finer pl { the 


lymouth 3 ; And they did 7 97 thej gen.. vi, con- 
«© cerning the church member Fog rays with their p8- pa- 
<< rents, and that baptiſm * of 4 * their nber : Only 
«« when they were adult, .they being nat, W ey were 
*i_t6 be examined by the church-officers, and 28 ter YOu 
«« bation of their fieneſs, and ypon the child reg's opt 85 
4 perſqual ou nin ning of the tovenagt, th 2 to be 2 
© unto the Lord's ſupper.” ccorfingly M 19 Hai 

age, was ewned to bau 
been received a member. together «with his 1 ; and being 
% privately e by th Paltor, Mr. Sheen, about his 
40 Anu in the pr s of religion, 1155 did E gs 
d , hed how pablic Ky hd 100 a 
6s miniſtred; and the child t 2 a = 25 
75 his F 45 he was 5 


«4 according to 1 Cor. vil, 14, "That the children, of «Sp chor 
« are boly unto tht Lox, as well as their parents: : Agcordingr 


cc * the patents owning and retaining the baptiſm which. they 


mſelves received in their igfanty in , Pix native oat 
©. as they had any children born, baptiſ; m was. ad mini 
6 unto them.” 4 


But & would be endleſs 70 cite hoſes 2 7 2 f 


has been the univerfally received opinion 
churches from CHRIST? s time to this day; exce 15 
port, Mr. Street, and two or three others in t dme 0 of tho 


are forced to advance the contrary abſurd Jod&ri 
dete their eppolitios'1 to the practice e aled 
Synod, 

Upon the whole, 28 Mr. Robbins expreſſly g 
church-meeting, that, according to our Cate 
of ſuch as are, members of the wi hb church are 1 105 baptized ; 
and, as I have fully proved aptized perſons are members 
of the viſible church, it u ae f ſows, tas. their .chil- 


dren are to be baptized ; and none can Jawfull this 
privilege, unleſs they have forfeity L * 125 — 
t 


® Trexiſc of Baptiſm, Pp. 195, Eg 14, by 143 
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E 
What an amazing thikg then is it, that any are ſo fond of 
priociples, urging them with ſo much heat and yehemence, 
tat tend ſo directly to uachurch their poſlerity, and leave 
them in the ſtate of outcaſts and aliens to God's covenant - ? 
If what has been ſaid, does not ſatisfy, I deſire that Dr. Jucr. 
e's twelve arguments in proof of the point may be read, 
'pIſo the arguments of the Synod; with which what I haye 
afledged does but line interſere ; ſo frnitful is the ſcripture of 
arguments, to prove children's memberſhip and ics contivugnce | 
. 4 1.47 objected, that this Practice und the arguments 
made uſe of to ſupport it, have an unavoidable iendency to 
|  Tubvert ſome of the one dodrines of the goſpel and of cal. 
vinj/m, and to eftabliſh ſome of the moſt dangerous tenets of 
6 arminiazi/m.” What a bug-bear ? What a ſcarc-crow is here 
1 thrown our, either to ſtop my mouth, or to make people ima- 
gine! e dreadful, to prevent their liſte ing 
to me, or duly weighing the arguments that I bring ? Thr 
trust che Brethren have more underſtapding, than to be in 
ſed upon in this ſort, There is really no more dae leg by- 
| teen this practice and armiziazi/m, than between it and a- 
= ' - #hei/m. And I challenge all the world to ſhow the contrary. If | 
there js fuch a connexion, then Mr. Leonard, your former belove | 
Paſtor, was an Arminian; then this church have been Armini» | 
au for forty one years, ever ſince they introduced this pradice, 
and Mr. Robbins was zi Arminian fur the firft nine years of h | 
miniſtry, while he held to this praQtice. Yea, Mr. Stoddard ; 
and alnoft all the Miniſters and churches in the country are | 
 Arminian(; Yea, Calvin himſelf was. an” Arminian, Who was 
with us in this' point of baptiſm. Vea ſurther, St. James the 
Apoſſle was an Armizian, who beld juſtification by" wworks before 
= nen as much as we. Here let me give x ſpecimen how this . 
| | charge may be ſypported againſt the Apoſtle, St. James holds, 
i 
0 
I 
1 


— 
# 


that we are 2 4 by works, that is;by our Tives and conver- 
fatjons, in the fight 20 men, in the ſight of the church and 
mo Hence they will anavoidably be fe to think, As 7 
are likewiſe ati wor in the fight D. | conſequently 
St. Jane A penn of an 2 tendency... What 
' trifliog is this? What an abſurd conſequence indeed ? And J 
yet, this iv exa2/y the argument that 15 produced to prove me 


an Arminjan. Metbinks the-boldeſt face may be juſtiy aſham- 


ed ever to mention-it any more. „ : 
2 111. I now paſi to make ſome OnsxrvaTtion for the ſur- 3 
14 cher illuſtrating the point, zee. 1. * 
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t ſubũ ſted at N; 


t offer themſelves or 
not; we a ould be ſuch. Ie what then do we 
differ ? Why, »{t. our opponents ſay, that the bigh ſort of _ 
evidence of grace is neceſſary in this caſe ; we ſay the d is 
ſufficient, eſpecially with reſpect to perſons already baptized, 
as baptiſm is a ſacrament. of entrance. 08 
But what is this gs /ort gf evidence that they inſiſt on ? 
Why, this is # myſtery that I could never yet unfold. , I it 
particular relation of experiences? No ; this, they 4 got 
abſolutely neceſſary ; this is not the ſtandard 5 | 0 
gires for the charch to judge by. What then ie it ? 4 
profaſſion and practice, or the life and cooveriation. To this » 
again agree: In what then do we differ but in words 7, Bug, 
if Mr. Robbins now ſays, contrary to all bis Tag; et 1 
m 


tions, that à relation is abſolutely neceſſary, ' 
upon thoſe, who have already owned the covenaat as nie 
in full communion, as he ſays he does, that never .ma; any - 
ſuch relgtion ? What an inconfiltenc would 'be-h 24 
They ſay? that none ſhould come to baptiſm, but oy | 


immediately come likewiſe to-the Loxpd's ſupper, \ Bug we 
iay, they may come to the. one ordinance and no to the Cher 


in ſome cafes ; that baptized perfons, of regular converlati-. 
ons, bave right to come, and none have fight to deny them 2 
Here then the diſpite chiefly lies, and not ſo much about, fs. 
[ifcations. Why then do we hear fo much codcerning. them, 
23 if the hinge of the controverſy lay here If Mr. Nl, 
would only receive th-ſe whom be calls . qualified, i own! 
the covenant, Je. he would meet with little oppoſition. Bur. 
it ſeems they muſt be excluded without they will come in- 


mediately to full communion, let their ſcruples be what they. 
will, which is what I think he cannot anſwer to God or tha 
church, Wherefore I deſire to hear no more about qualificati- 


p ons, 


. A . __. * 
1 . _ — _ C3 - \ — "_ 
— 5 vo % . , , - — 2 
— — — — — - — — * 5 - — — — * — — 8 1 
. 2 2 C 9 
— * 4 
* * i 4 - * 
5 * 
— : , \ 
Y " 
= 
' 


— * * — — « " »y 
- ,— i» — — — — - - 
—— — - 
g # | 


-we read of no 4 in 


—. 


ons, abont moral and grociors ſincerity, which are terms T never 
uſed, until this reef be ſett 3 e ee 

2d. T obſerve, thatit.is peculiaf to thoſe of the congregationat 
avay. to have a church, as it were, within a church, f to make 
diſſinction betweeti mem bers at large, and members in particular, 
between communicants and others. All other perſus los rec. 
kon baptized perſons ſuch members, af to be ettifled to all 
* privileges er ike demand them, it they Tay nb 
ru e 


the way dy their wi 
no diſp uti uch chütches about the ſubjects of 
baptiſm, ſuch as ſubſiſt among the congregationi/ls, - , = 

© 3d, I obſerve, our Brethren of the other fide of the queſtion, 
ate esd like thoſe Dieter, wks becauſe the Ji, we rend 
of in 9 did nor follow Car rs r fo /ally and in the H. 
ner they expedted arid required, oO thim th bring their chill. 
rin to Cuntat. But CRT fays, /orbid them not, Jof of ſack 
iN Ebgaom, eee. 143 

Ach. I obſerve, that if a petſon baptized ſays, hat ar. ar as 
ht knawws his own heart, htis fincerely willing ta give 7 himſelf. 
And bis children to Gov, that is enough. The Miniſter ould 


v no ſurthef. He has bo bufineſs to puzzle and cönfound 
m. with a long diſcourſe about moral and gracious fincerityy 
Which it is likely the caodidets will underſtand little of. 


"5th, I obſerye, that if a man offeft hiniſelf to either ordi- 
nance, only to be ſeen of men, &c, and kuows it, nothing that” 


can be ſaid to him about grac will bidder him: He will come, 
let the Miniſter ſay what he will. But it is only the ener con- 


ſclenced, that have been under /ome trork of the Spirit, thay will 
be ſcared and terrified 'away by the preſent harſh method of 

| eating the ſubjeQs, 80 here is the utmoſt danger, 85 I have 
0 aud. nend. 


ſerved heretofore. A breaking the bruiſed read, 
ing the ea bing. fax, ee e 
Sth. 'T obſerve it as a certain maxim of trath, that if a man 
detlares upon oath mare than be knows, he. is guilty of eur, 
though it ſhould happen afterwards to te true, If a man then 
publickly pro Neb, that G 
ing faith, and does not know it to be fo, though it ſhould ap- 
ear afterwards to be the caſe, he certainly goes beyond the 
ine 6f truth ; he ſelemnly, and, ag it were, upon oath declares 
that to be true, which he does not know but may be falſe; 
which is the very eſſence of a lye. Conſcquently there can be. 
nd covenaiiting with God upon this new {cheme, without a cer-, 
rain knewhige of a man's gracious ſtate. And in * to. 
| ini, 
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nter. /orm-? And what can be more provoking than that ? I 
anſwer, the fora: of religion compared with the ower,is a /ittle 
thing ; bot ih itſelf it is @ greet ng : Bot where that remain- 


ed, Go hath graciouſly returned many and may a time to his 
people. Bat when both erm ard power were gone, there never 
was an inſtance of Gov”: remajoiog with that people, but they 
were made examples of v ECC 

© Hth. I obſerve, chat we Ken 80 be agreed in tis, that none 
but vb, Chriftians or believers thould be adufited io either 
ordinance, Roy when they come tb explain themſeftves, it is. 


evident. that by % Chrifians they mean rea} Chriffiant ; fo. 
confoundidy bf db rd goes the u and ihr Pry 


church, in ire contradjftion to alimoft all Diviaes. Aud 
bereia they talk the, / 


Juſt as the, wo $5 do, who deſtroy alt differs 
Edce between the external and internal parts of the covenant.” * 
*,loth., I qbſerve, that Mr. Davenport, the great wricer againſt 
the Synod, was con ſiſtent with him(eiF': He profeſſcd!ly atkwow-' 
ledges that the church had nothing to do with the baptized im- 
mediately in a way of diſcipline, a not being immediate memberi. 
But bur Paſtör called the church * at cheir firſt weetjng. 
Partiy to Opin the Baptized childrek of (ht churtb : which im- 
plies, thii he thought the to be gnmediale weibers : And this 
v 1 Matter chat yet les under our cop ſidet ation undetermined. 
he has face altered his mind he ought pablickly to declare 
at be was then id an zrror, and that he did wrong in propo- 
flag Aiſcipline to the church, or dur calling thoſe to account with 
whom we have nothiog to do, according to his preſent princi- 
ple.” This would be inert, abd what the church haue 8 
"ig t to expect, if he bas led them in u wrong path, cypropo-' 
ſed what ought not to be propoſed. For what have we 'to db 
to j ud 8 them that are wwithour 1 Cor. v. 12. 3 
7 ith. I. would abſerve, upon a paſſage that ſell from Mr. 
Robbing at laſt ghutch-meeting. He Trig, that ſome who had 
aten the hai, to Turn'to the paſſages of ſcripture that vuere grote 
by the Sjndd, Rid, "they found thei nothing to tht purpoſe to frove 
their, pint 3 "wich thews, that he takes upon, truſt what is l- 
ledged on that fe, and thit he never exammed them himſelf. 
Is his an impartial” way of proceeding ? Is this the mand T of 
a lover of truth, to ſee with others eyes ? On the contrary, I 
aſſert that theſe texts are much to the purpoſe, and ther he 


would have ſound. them ſo, if he had gives them an impartat 
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years is e us, | 
not be ſo he ter, unt a aer of 12 be | 
be Wen ig 705 ys | 15 If any 5 WH, 
124431405 „„ 15 1 9113 248 _ 
. we ſoon as 1 had finiſhes reading ibis Piece to the Tharch 7 
Me. Robbins, in lead of anſwering the argu nent, made n few 
general reſlectioas : The ſubſtance was, That {-datkned” 
* counſel with: words withoar knowledge ; that I dreſſed 
* him up is beafſeins ; that the "whole of my öeie 'way* 
- « caleg}ated to repreſent him in 2 ridieetooslighr: $- Ut he! 
« Yeſpe rd" it-before; but was; pow 2onfirnicd i it, chat ow 
« aubole dig was to yet him away” Thus, M direct chr 
in the face of the church, | giving me the he after ſuch * 
aſſevelalions. N 
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| ts and the children of Ade church, and excites a more 
fi and citeumſped walk. - Po ff inf. had 7 * 
2 2 propoſe that: the chock; by a formal le adopt 
I propoſed the laſl to von- ge ling. wiz» ſor a neigh- 
—— Minister to baptize the children of the church, a long 
— rr leruples remain; By which: it will appear, 
rat we'baye n0:defign gf ſoic ing Mt. Ribbons to att agiaſt his 
cance, 4s the matter inirepreſented broad, or of getting 
tes ay. We arc ihk to give e of n 
er oigt A 2 8 $34 « 
ges towards F refyterianthe ; 3 and ĩt is tre? fos tl oſe brought 
up poder ſuch a conſtitution ty he biaſſed in his favour ; ànd 
' thexefere e may expect it will be thivfl in upon ur, if we 
*edmecly ſubmit i in 0;ber thiogs. | 


* ve = wo A 


- LE 2 1 73 ] = "hh 


and expect the ſame liberty from him, Aud mould think is 
hard, if he endeavours to prevent any Miniſter's coming. 

Ach. and, laſtly, 1 would propoſe, that ſeei ag Mc, RB 
chief ſtick is about qualifcations, if he will go on with the 
pra he may examine th candidate 28 as he plea es; 


Abo ink there is no divine warrant for it, wich reſpe@ 


to perſons; baptized ; but we would by ao means have the 
practice wholly hid afide- vy „ 
As to the method ſeg,. of receiving the candidates to 

full communion, and then diſpenſing with. their coming to the 
Lox p's table, which is again reorged, I have iaid enough be- 
fore. I would only add, that F look up t as the e prattice 
Spoiled : A few circumſtances. muſt be added to reader it non 
fial, ridicutous and contradictory in ifelf. No church in. 

the province practices any thing like it. A report indeed we - 
have, that ene church ia Conedicur have adopted ſome ſuch 
ſcheme, whether true or not we cannot telþ ; And if there be 
ſomething in it, we have- ao particular account of the plan. 
and ſhaft) ve meerly upon ſuch a vague report, without con- 
ſultiog one Miniſter or church, make ſach a material alter ation 
as this ? What preſumptios ) What 82 
would it be ? I am confident, not one man that ould vote for 
ir, but would be aſhamed of it before a twelve-month came 
about. May the Lozp us from Wong paths : May he 
lead us into all truth, and ding@ as in the way of duty. Mer 
this church ſtill zetaia its precious privileges, and traaſmiĩt thean 
in violate to the lateſt poſterity 3 And may no weapon formed 
againſt its welfare proſper. 


Perhaps thoſe who live at 2 einge ay be deftsobs to know 
how this diſpute terminated. y, in ſhort, the church, with 


a view.to peace, have voted to , diſſolve the meeting and to 
drop the affair for the preſent, and to reaſſame the confideca;i- 
on thereof when they ſhall think proper.” Thas the matier is 
left in ſuſpence. The practice gemains unrepealed; and the 
Miniſter as much unſatisßed withgit as ever. So that, the done 
ſeems at preſtat ſhut againſt all powers. How things il 
finally iflue, is beyond me to ſay,” But I truſt Gop will over. 
rule all to his glory, and the beſt of his church 24 ¹ 

ple, and bring this controverſy at laif'to a happy qo =0, 49. 
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